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REV. HARVEY SPRINGER WRITES A LETTER 





Although the following letter was sent by Rev. Harvey H. Springer 
Pastor of the Englewood Baptist Church and Tabernacle. . . Denver, Colo- 
rado ... to the boys in uniform from his congregation, its sentiments may 
be appropriately adapted to the spiritual life of every mother’s son in the 
armed service who knows Christ as his personal Saviour. 








Dear SON of Uncle Sam: 


As your Pastor, I want you to know that 
I have entered into a covenant with the Lord 
Jesus Christ, to pray for you, your health, 
your protection, your divine guidance — 
every day that you are away from us. 


Mrs. Springer, the deacons, all officials 
‘and members of the Church share my senti- 
ment, my love, my appreciation for you, 
both as a loyal Christian and loyal Amer- 
ican patriot. 


With mind’s eye, you can visualize the 
auditorium of the Church. Imagine your- 
self leaving the building, walking out the 
front door. To the left, just before step- 
ping into the vestibule, is a large plaque, 
approximately six feet square, covered with 








Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare 
of the fowler, and from the noisome pesti- 
lence. He shall cover thee with his feath- 
ers, and under his wings shalt thou trust; 
his truth shall be thy shield and buckker. 
Thow-shalt not be afraid for the terror by 
night, nor for the arrow that flieth by day. 
Nor for the pestilence that walketh in dark- 
ness, nor for the destruction that wasteth 


at noonday. A thousand shall fall at thy 
side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; 
but it shall not come nigh thee. He shall 
call upon me, and I will answer him. I will 
be with him in trouble; I will deliver him 
and honour him.” 


You will be happy to know that every- 
thing is going fine at the Church these 
days. Sunday School attendance is up to 
standard. The audiences are as large as 








a glass and artistically framed. We have 
erected this, since you left for service. 
Mounted on this plaque, are the photographs of all 
of you precious boys, who have gone out from the 
congregation, te serve our beloved Country in this 
crucial hour. 


Thus, we think of you regularly. We are re- 
minded of the great service you are rendering. 
You are uppermost in our prayers at all times. 


I have taken as the basis of my covenant- 
prayer for you, Psalms 91. Let me quote a few 
of the verses, from this precious Psalm, which I am 
projecting daily before the Throne of Grace on your 
behalf: 


“He that dwelleth in the secret place of the 
Most High shall abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty. I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge, 
and my fortress; my God, in him will I trust. 


usual. As I write these words, we are pre- 
paring for what we believe will be one of the might- 
iest revivals, one of the greatest outpourings of the 
Holy Spirit, that the Church has ever experienced. 
We miss you, but look forward with great expect- 
ancy and faith, to the time when you will be back 
with us. 


Mrs. Springer and I are spending as much time 
out in revival meetings as possible. During the 
last few weeks, God has given us great soul-winning 
campaigns in Alabama, North Carolina and Florida. 
We are now preparing to leave, for our next re- 
vival, in the large Hazel Park Baptist Church, of 
Detroit, Michigan. Please remember this particu- 
lar meeting in prayer. 


In the uniform, you are rendering heroic service 
to our Country. You are among those who are 
helping to bring the war to speedy and triumphant 
termination. As you have always enjoyed victory 


—Turn To Page 23. 
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The Resurrection Of Jesus Christ 


Dr. J. Oswald Smith . . . Pastor Pecples Church . . . Toronto, Canada 





HEN I was in old Russia, before the 

Bolsheviks took over, I visited the 
Easter services held at midnight in the 
Greek Orthodox Churches. 


As the priests, after a long ceremony 
in which they marched three times around 
the church in search of the body of 
Christ, re-entered, then cried out: “Christ 
is risen,” and the people, bowing in ador- 
ation, exclaimed: “He is risen, indeed!” 


That, in a word, is the Easter mes- 
sage. And it is because of the resur- 
rection that we look forward with hope 
to the final Easter day when we, too, 
shall rise. 


The reality of Christ’s resurrection is 
easily proven. It rests upon attested 
facts in history. 


First of all, we have four separate and 
independent accounts — Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John. 


On the surface there are contradic; 
tions, but a close-up study reveals the 
harmony that exists between them all. 
Admittedly, ‘they must be true or false. 
They must have been made up _ inde- 
pendently or together. There is no al- 
ternative. 


That they could not have been made 
up independently is demonstrated by the 
fact that the harmony is by far too com- 
plete. They are too much alike. This 
could not be, had they been manufac- 
tured by individuals who had nothing 
whatever to do with each other. 


On the other hand there could have 
been no consultation, no previous agree- 
ment or understanding, simply because 
there are too many apparent contradic- 





tions. Had the writers collaborated, they 
would have seen to it that there were no 
contradictions. 


Therefore, they were not made up at 
all, either independently or in consulta- 
tion. They are true statements of facts. 
The resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ 
was presented by each one as he himself 
saw it. Thus they are authentic. 


In the second place, a careful study 
of the resurrection reveals the fact that 
all the accounts were written by eye- 
witnesses. Those who wrote saw with 
their own eyes the risen Christ. 


The story is related simply and with 
no attempt to color it or exaggerate. One 
tells what another omits. This accounts 
for the apparent contradictions and dif- 
ferences. 


Had tney made it up years later, they 
would certainly have represented Him as 
appearing to His enemies and confound- 
ing them. That would have been the 
natural climax to the story. No writer 
of fiction would have thought of any 
thing else. What an opportunity they 
missed! But the fact is, He appeared 
only to His disciples. 


In the third place, even infidels admit 
that His disciples believed He had risen. 


Renan, for instance, said that it was 
a hallucinated woman who gave the 
world a resurrected God. But that is im- 
possible and absurd for there was a Mat- 
thew and a Thomas to convince, and a 
Paul to convert. 


Strauss declares that His appearances 
were visionary. But the eleven, and the 





five hundred, could not have had the 
same vision. 


Others insist that He never died. What 
then of the “water and blood?” How 
account for it if He were not dead? 


Moreover, His enemies guarded His 
body, and if He had only fainted He 
would have been weak and unable to es- 
cape from the tomb. 


Last of all, Jesus Himself would have 
been an impostor. He stated that He 
would rise and He did. After His resur- 
rection He declared that He had risen 
from the dead. If His word was untrue 
then He was a liar and unworthy of 
our allegiance. 


The resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is one of the best attested facts 
in history. There are hundreds of his- 
torical events that do not have nearly 
as many witnesses. Just think, there 
were ten groups that saw Him alive 
after His death. 


FIRST: Mary Magdalene at the tomb. 
SECOND: Peter. 
THIRD: the two disciples at Emmaus.. 


FOURTH: the disciples in the upper 
room. 


FIFTH: the disciples with Thomas.. 


SIXTH: the disciples on the shore 
of Galilee. 


SEVENTH: the five hundred breth- 
ren at once. 


EIGHTH: the disciples on Olivet at 
the Ascension. 


—Turn To Page 4. 
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NINTH: Stephen at his martyrdom. 


TENTH: Paul on the road to 
Damascus. 


Now some of these witnesses saw Him, 
not once, but several times. How could 
they have been mistaken? 


The fact that many of them died for 
their testimony shows their reliability. 
Men do not die for nothing, nor volun- 
tarily. Yet these men and women gladly 
suffered martyrdom rather than deny 
their Lord. 


Had these witnesses been false, theiz 
enemies would have produced contrary 
evidence. Whereas, the best thing they 
could do was to spread the story about 
the disciples having stolen His body 
while the soldiers were asleep. 


But note, if you will, that that was 
the soldiers’ story. They were asleep, 
so they said, and while sleeping they 
saw the disciples come and steal His 
body. Strange things to see when one 
is asleep. 


And think of a Roman guard being 
asleep, every man. Impossible! 


On the other hand, how are you going 
to harmonize the theft with the order 
in which the grave clothes were found, 
the handkerchief, etc? When thieves 
break in they leave everything in con- 
fusion. But not so in the tomb of Jesus. 
The handkerchief was folded neatly and 
laid in a place by itself. The grave- 
clothes were left in an orderly condi- 
tion. There were no signs of fright and 
haste, as there would have been had ner- 
vous disciples attempted to take His body 
from the tomb. , 





Defender 


For you must never forget the fear of 
His followers. They were afraid. In 
fact, they all forsook Him and fled. 
They had lost every atom of courage. 
And hence they would have been the 
last ones in the world to attempt the 
theft of a dead body from a tomb sur- 
rounded by a Roman guard. 


And, in any case, how are you going 
to account for the miraculous change 
from fear to courage, and even boldness, 
as a result of His resurrection? Had 
they stolen His body they would have 
remained in hiding. But the fact that 
they came out boldly, openly and pub- 
licly and proclaimed His resurrection, 
even going so far as to accuse the Jews 
and the members of the Sanhedrin of 
murdering Him, proves conclusively that 
they had nothing to do with His re- 
appearance. 


No, His enemies produced no con- 
trary evidence. They had nothing to 
say. Their explanations were childish, 
absurd and impossible. But had He not 
risen, how quickly they would have 
proven it. 


The founders of all the world’s reli- 
gions have died, nor have they ever been 
resurrected. Christ and Christ alone 
arose. 


When Talleyrand, the great agnostic, 
wanted to found a new religion, and find- 
ing it hard going, asked counsel of the 
king of France, he received this answer: 
Go and be crucified, and on the third day 
rise again and men will believe in your 
religion.” 


Thank God, Jesus Christ rose trium- 
phant over the grave, and some day we, 
too, shall rise. But that is another story. 














A DREAM OF HEAVEN 


Announcing “Intra Muros,” a Book that has thrilled 
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He walks beside me every day, 
He guides me in the things I say, 


He stands beside me when I pray, 
He’s all tha world to me. 


I feel His footsteps leading mine, 

I hear His voice speak words divine, 

His touch weaves all my life’s design, 
His wondrous face I see. 





I never knew a Friend so true; 
He’s made my skies a clearer blue, 
He’s let the light of heaven shine 
through, 
He even died for me! 


His blood washed all my sins away, 

He'll keep me in the narrow way, 

This Saviour Who still lives today, 
The Christ of Calvary. 


—Joyce Ramage. 








May we sing anew, with added fervor, 
this Easter-Tide, the glorious chorus: 


Up from the grave He arose, 
With a mighty triumph o’er His foes; 
He arose a Victor from the dark 


domain, 
And He lives forever with His saints 
to reign. 
He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! 
. Christ arose! 


The story is told of a preacher who, 
being called upon to bury a friend, con- 
sulted the four Gospels for some excep- 
tional funeral text. He was looking for 
an incident where Jesus might have 
presided at a funeral, but found none. 
There are records of the Master attend- 
ing three funerals while on_ earth. 
However, in each instance, the dead 
were raised up and restored to life so 
that no funeral followed. He is Victor 
over. death! 





GOSPEL BROADCAST FOR KANSANS 

“The Covenant Hour” is the name of a 
regular weekly radio broadcast from To- 
peka, Kansas through air channel 
WIBW (on the dial at 580 kilocycles). 
This feature is under the direction of 
Rev. E. G. Winstedt each Sunday morn- 
ing from 8:30 to 9 o’clock. Says Mr. 
Winstedt in a letter to the Editor of The 
Defender, “We are receiving fine let- 
ters from many States. As you well 
know, we preach the old-fashioned Gos- 
pel with one purpose, namely, to glorify 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.” 
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Historic - Prophetic Setting OF Christ's Church 


Dr. H. Meredith Tipsword . . . . Casey, Illinois 





ISTORY is a statement of the re- 

lated facts concerning the progress 
of an institution, sacred, civil or profane, 
with inquiries respecting causes and ef- 
fects. Every cause is prophetic of an 
effect. 


Prophecy, in the Biblical sense, is the 
related facts of sacred history, revealed 
by God-appointed and qualified men 
prior to the time when they became his- 
tory. ; 


Church is from the Greek “ekklesia.” 
This is a derivative word, from the pre- 
fix “ek,” meaning out; and the root 
“kaleo,” to call. Therefore, the literal 
meaning of Church is “the called-out 
ones.” The liberal meaning, an assem- 
bly or congregation of called-out ones. 
Our Lord used this word, at least, three 
times (Matthew 16:18 .. . 18:17.) 


The English word congregation was 
used for “ekklesia” in the English trans- 
lations, preceding the King James Ver- 
sion which supplanted that word, using 
Church instead. 


The New Testament Church did not 
enter the active plan of God for re- 
demption of man while the establishment 
of the Messianic kingdom was in pros- 
pect for the present age. 


The place for the Church of Christ 
was made by the rejection of the King, 
by the Cross, the transfer of authority 
to the Gentiles, the postponement of the 
Messianic kingdom (Matthew 21:48; 
Luke 21:24), and by the miracle of Pen- 
tecost. 


The Church was not revealed to the 
teachers of Judaism (Ephesians 3:1-10), 
and is related to the Hebrew Church 
(Acts 7:38) only in the facts that God 
was the Author of both, Who had a pur- 
pose for each in the course of the ages. 


This brief epitome of the background 
of what Peter calls the present truth 
(2 Peter 1:12)' is suggestive of the true 
interpretation of vital relationships of 
Christ’s Church and conflicting theories 
of the modern world. 


I. 


Vital Relationships. The Church, an- 
nounced by Christ, and her working mys- 
tery by Paul, is organically associated 


with Christ; functionally with the Holy 
Spirit; and, in character with the Father 
(Romans 3:21-23; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 2 
Corinthians 5:20, 21; Ephesians 1:16). 


Certain specific relations, in the work- 
ing of present truth, are vital to a right 
placing of the Church in the plan of re- 
demption, as well as an effective co- 
operation of the human with the divine 
elements of the Church in the saving 
function. 


Christ and Church: Christ’s prophetic 
declaration, “I will build my church; 
and the gates of hades shall not prevail 
against it” (Matthew 16:18), infers the 
vital relationship of the Church to Him, 
by asserting His purpose to build it; and 
by the function committed which shall 
succeed in reaching the goal. 


It is evident that Jesus had in mind 
the organization of Churches, as an in- 
strument, for the realization of His mis- 
sion, which is more fully revealed by 





Paul and others in the. Epistles, and by 
Luke in the Acts. 


Cross and Church. Apart from the 
Cross there is no atonement for sin. 
Without atonement there could be no 
Church or mystic body of Christ... 
for the Church is being builded of re- 
generated individuals —Jews and Gen- 
tiles—made possible by the Cross. 


“For he is our peace, who made both 
one, and brake down the middle wall of 
partition . . . that he might create in 
himself of the two one new man, so mak- 
ing peace; and might reconcile them both 
in one body unto God through the cross” 
(Ephesians 2:14-16). The Jews were 
nigh by covenant; and the Gentiles were 
made so by the blood of Christ. 


So the Cross, as Jesus and the apos- 
tles taught, was essential; and must 
precede the Church in the acts and pro- 


—Turn To Page 6. 
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cesses of salvation (Matthew 16:21; 


John 10:17, 18). 


The Church must be identified, in 
character, with the ideals of the Cross. 
The members of the mysterious body of 
Christ must have sacrificed the self-life 
and found the way back to God. It is 
the only way of the new life—living by 
dying (Genesis 3:15; John 1:29; Hebrews 
10:1-10; 1 John 1:7). 


Resurrection and Church. The Resur- 
rection must of necessity precede the 
Church. Death without Resurrection 
means defeat. The body of Jesus pre- 
pared by the Father and given by incar- 
nation (Hebrews 10:1-10), was crucified 
and rose from the tomb the third day, 
else Satan gained a victory; and there is 
no Resurréction of the dead (1 Corinth: 
jians 15:12-15). 


Furthermore, the figure of spiritual 
Resurrection would not hold ... that the 
individual members of Christ’s mystic 
body, the called-out ones, must die to sin 
and rise to walk in newness of life 
(Romans 6:4). 


Ascension and Church. In the plan of 
God for the Church, it was essential for 
Christ to go back to the Father, pre- 
paratory to it: otherwise, the Church 
would have no changeless, mystic head 
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He must be in His priestly office of in- 
tercession at the right hand of God. Be- 
sides, His advocate, the Holy Spirit, had 
not come, which was conditioned on His 
going away (John 14:16-18). 


Pentecost and Church. For obvious 
reasons, no Churches had been organized. 
Jesus had commissioned the apostles; 
and had given instructions for the evan- 
gelization and building of the new 
brotherhood, the body of Christ, exten- 
sively and intensively. 


However, they had not been empow- 
ered to begin this work, but would re- 
ceive power at Pentecost by the coming 
of the Holy Ghost upon them (Acts 1:8), 
when the beginning, organically, would 
be made possible (1 Corinthians 12:13). 


The Holy Ghost came (Acts 2:1-4); 
and, Peter, using the keys (Matthew 
16:19), preached the Gospel to the Jews 
(Acts 2:14). 


The sermon was under the power of 
the Spirit, resulting in conviction, faith, 
repentance, and regeneration. It was a 
successful evangelistic effort, about three 
thousand being baptized and added unto 
them (Acts 2:42-47). 


From that time, the Christian pro- 
cesses of evangelization, acts of regener- 
ation and processes of progressive sanc- 
tification have proceeded until now, the 
members of the true Church are develop- 
ing in character toward perfection. 


This divine and human activity will 
continue unto the coming of Christ, when 
His body will be completed by the Resur- 
rection and glorification of their bodies 
(Acts 1:10, 11). 


Kingdom and Church. The Kingdom 
and the Church are related, but they are 
not identical. There are different phases 
of the Kingdom, and also of the Church. 


The Kingdom is past, present and fu- 
ture . . . universal and Messianic, in- 
visible and visible. 


The universal or invisible Kingdom 
consists of those of the fallen race who 
have entered by re-birth, become citizens 
of the spiritual realm, submitting to the 
rule of God; and the angels who did not 
fall — all who enjoy the universal reign 
of God, whether in heaven or earth, 
whether redeemed men or angels. 


The Kingdom, offered to the Jews by 
the King, and rejected by them, which 
went into abeyance, and which is to be 
made manifest at the end of the age, is 
the Messianic Kingdom. 
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The Church is prophetic and historic, 
visible and invisible, or outward and 
true. 


The invisible or true Church is the 
collective body of Christians, in spiritual 
unity with Christ, and accepting Him as 
the head of the body. 


This is the prophetic Church, whether 
members of a visible organization or 
not, living or dead, Jew or Gentile 
(Ephesians 1:22, 28; 3:1-6; Colossians 
1:18-23; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-17; Acts 
15:14-17; Revelation 19:7). 


Usually the true Church has been in- 
cluded in this visible organization, 
though some Christians may not have 
been identified with any visible body of 
believers (Ephesians 1:22, 23; 2:1-12; 
Hebrews 12:22-24). 


On the other hand, professors may 
have become: members of the visible 
Church whe have not been born into the 
true Church or invisible Kingdom. 


Il. 


Conflicting Experiences. The world 
today is much disturbed by conflicting 
action, resulting from varied interpre- 
tations. The following are some of the 
conflicting beliefs in the Church, in- 
fluencing, more or less, political differ- 
ences with corresponding reactions. 


Protestantism vs. Roman Catholicism. 
The name Protestant was given to the 
action and the Church resulting by the 
protests of certain leaders of the Refor- 
mation, following the edict of the Cath- 
olic party at the Diet of Spires, limiting 
the progress of the reform movement. 


However, this movement, under the 
leadership of Martin Luther, had been 
given legal existence by the decree which 
granted every state the right to act, 
answering to God and the national ruler. 


Some of the doctrines advocated by 
the Catholic party and opposed by the 
Protestant leaders were: centralized con- 
trol of the Church by the Papacy, the 
scholastic theology, the substitution of 
the Hebrew and Greek Scriptures as the 
sole source of doctrine, and the preach- 
ing of indulgences. 


The Protestant leaders argued the 
right of private use and interpretation 
of the Scriptures, and that justification 
is by faith. 


These facts of belief and protest, are 
prophetic of religious and political con- 
sequences to the end of the age. 


Turn To Page 18. 
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Congressman Fish Condemns “Persecution Indictment” 





—— Congress, March 23, 


1943, Representative Hamilton Fish 
of New York State, denounced Depart- 
ment of Justice officials engaged in per- 
secuting Christian leaders for their op- 
position to certain New Deal policies. 
His analysis of the law enacted June 28, 
1940, which he charges has been hope- 
lessly distorted, comes at an opportune 
time. 


By degrees, the general public has 
gained an understanding of the issues 
involved in this disgraceful program of 
harassment. The experience has caused 
both clergy and laity to realize the ne- 
cessity of organizing for the defense of 
CHRISTIAN CIVIL LIBERTIES—there.- 
by bracing evangelical believers against 
any future scheme that may be attempt- 
ed by misguided, Christ-hating zealots. 
When Mr. Fish refers to the racial mat- 
ters involved, he is, of course, dealing 
with the root of the controversy. His 
remarks before Congress were as fol- 
lows: 


* * * 


ITH malice toward none, and charity 

to all; without seeking to defend or 
to attack or impugn the motives of any- 
one, I propose to state, without fear or 
favor, my views regarding’ what I con- 
sider to be the perversion, misinterpre- 
tation or misconstruction of article I of 
the Registration of Aliens Act of June 
28, 1940, by the Department of Justice 
in the indictment of 34 alleged American 
seditionists. 


The peacetime sedition law of 1940 
was aimed specifically at preventing the 
distribution of handbills and propaganda 
to cause disaffection and mutiny on board 
warships and disobedience and desertion 
in our armed forces; and should not, by 
any stretch of interpretation by the De- 
partment of Justice, be applied to edi- 
torials or to statements and speeches by 
American citizens exercising their consti- 
tutional right and ancient fireside privi- 
lege of commenting on or criticizing the 
administration, the President, the New 
Deal, the foreign policies of the Presi- 
dent and of Congress prior to Pearl Har- 
bor, or racial or religious issues, or the 
conduct of the war. 


The intent and purpose of the House 
of Representatives in adopting section 1 
of the Alien Registration Act of June 





28, 1940, known as the peacetime sedition 
law, is very clear and there can be no 
misunderstanding by any fairminded per- 
son who has read the testimony of the 
witnesses before the House committee 
or the debates in the House. The House 
at no time ever conceived of the law being 
used except to prevent Communist, Nazi, 
or subversive elements from distributing 
revolutionary propaganda and _ leaflets 
among our armed forces to cause mutiny, 
disobedience, desertion, or to seriously 
undermine their morale. 


IT IS UTTERLY PREPOSTERCUS 
TO ATTEMPT TO TWIST AND DIS- 
TORT SECTION 1 OF THE ALIEN 
REGISTRATION ACT OF 1940 INTO 
INDICTING AND BRINGING TO 
TRIAL OPPONENTS OF THE ADMIN- 
ISTRATION’S FOREIGN POLICIES OR 
OF PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT OR 
ANTI-NEW DEALERS, ANTI-COMMU- 
NISTS, OR ANTI-SEMITES. 


Such a distortion of the obvious and 
declared purpose of the bill, and inter- 
ference with the rights of American cit- 
izens to free speech and to a free press, 
revives the discredited and infamous Se- 
dition Act of 1798, under which Jeffer- 
sonian writers, speakers, and editors 
were jailed for opposition to the Federal- 
ists then in power. : 


The Sedition Act of 1798 died within 





two years, and was the main factor in 
destroying the Federalist Party, which 
sponsored it, and any attempt to revive 
it by the New Deal, thereby abridging 
freedom of speech in America, against 
critics of the administration will develop 
an issue that will destroy the New Deal 
just as surely and quickly as the first 
Sedition Act undermined and virtually 
wiped out the Federalist Party 144 years 
ago. 


In a letter to Mrs. John Adams writ- 
ten at the end of his first term.in the 
Presidency, Thomas Jefferson stated: “I 
discharged every person under punish- 
ment or prosecution under the sedition 
law, because I considered and now con- 
sider, that law to be a nullity, as abso- 
lute and as palpable as if Congress had 
ordered us to fall down and worship a 
golden image; and that it was as much 
my duty to arrest its execution in ev- 
ery stage as it would have been to res- 
cue from the fiery furnace those who 
should have been cast into it for refusing 
to worship the image.” (Thomas Jeffer- 
son, by Albert Jay Nock, p. 230.) 


The golden calf in the present instance 
is the foreign policy of the New Deal 
administration prior to Pearl Harbor, and 
those who failed to fall down and wor- 
ship it before Pearl Harbor are being 


—Turn To Page 8. 
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charged and in some instances indicted 
under the provisions of the present-day 
Sedition Act (1940). 


Fairminded Americans, regardless of 
party affiliations, will never remain silent 
and permit freedom of speech or a free 
press—without which free America ceas- 
es to exist—to be curbed or gagged, or 
opponents of the foreign policies of Pres- 
ident Roosevelt prior to Pearl Harbor— 
who numbered one hundred million—sent 
to jail through bold distortion of the 
peacetime sedition law and the intent 
of the Congress. 


If American citizens, clergymen, edi- 
tors, writers, and crackpots or cranks 
from all parts of the Nation can be 
brought to Washington and tried for ex- 
pressing their non-intervention anti- 
Communist and anti-New Deal views pri- 
or to Pearl Harbor, half of Congress and 
80 percent of the American people could 
be sent to prison under such a Gestapo 
procedure. 


I have met and know only a few of 
the 34 persons now under indictment un- 
der what I consider to be a gross mis- 
construction and interpretation of a con- 
gressional statute. No witness or Mem- 
ber of Congress who advocated section 1 
of the Alien Registration Act ever imag- 
ined that law could be used to punish 
individuals who uttered or wrote criti- 
cisms considered objectionable by the 
administration, particularly when they 
do not constitute a clear or present dan- 
ger of mutiny, disobedience, or desertion 
in our armed forces. 


I am. informed that there is a group 
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of anti-Semites among the 34 Americans 
indicted. I do not approve of their 
words or actions, as J believe there should 
be no religious test under the Constitu- 
tion, and that all American citizens re- 
gardless of race or color have a right to 
their own religious convictions. But. 
while anti-Semitism is un-American, I 
know of no Federal law or constitu- 
tional provision that prohibits freedom 
of discussion of racial and religious is- 
sues, as much as I deplore them. It cer- 
tainly was not the intent of the Congress 
to write any such restriction or limitation 
into section 1 of the Alien Registration 
Act. 


I AM CONVINCED THE DEPART- 


_MENT OF JUSTICE IS IN ERROR IN 


ATTEMPTING TO ABRIDGE FREE- 
DOM OF SPEECH AND OF THE 
PRESS, IN VIOLATION OF THE CON- 
STITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
AND CONTRARY TO THE INTENT OF 
CONGRESS. If it succeeds in establish- 
ing such an unfortunate and unhappy 
precedent, carried to its natural and logi- 
cal conclusion, it would mean the setting 
up of a Gestapo in America that would 
rival that of Hitler’s Reich, and destroy 
freedom of speech and of the press and 
endanger the life, liberty, and pursuit of 
happiness of every American citizen. 


This issue is so important that it far 
exceeds all party lines. It is a great 
American issue, involving the most fun- 
damental and precious of all American 
rights and liberties—that of freedom of 
speech. No sacrifice is too great to safe- 
guard freedom of speech and of the 
press, symbols of freedom in America. 
We are fighting a war all over the world 
for these very principles, and must not 
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permit them to be destroyed here at 
home. 


Paraphrasing the words of Voltaire, I 
say of these 34 defendants under indict- 
ment through a distorted and tortured 
construction of article 1, of the Alien 
Registration Act of 1940, “I may not be- 
lieve in what you say, but I will fight 
to the death your right to say it in tim? 
of peace.” 

xk * k 


Editor’s Note: 

HE nation-wide wave of prayer now 

ascending from tens of thousands of 
Christian hearts daily —a wave of in- 
tercession on behalf of Bible-believing 
Christians who have been jerked from 
their homes and taken to Washington for 
having criticized certain new deal policies 
prior to Pearl Harbor, increases each 
week in spiritual intensity. This tremen- 
dous spiritual exertion, obviously di- 
rected by the Holy Spirit according to 
Romans 8:26, is producing material re- 
sults. Many are fasting and praying. 


Followers of Christ responded with 
mingled feelings to the announcement 
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made through the press last year, that a 
group of Gospel Preachers had been 
marked for destruction by the Depart- 
ment of Justice. Within ten days from 
the time this information was published, 
a program of PERSECUTION aimed at 
certain patriotic Christian leaders who 
had provoked the wrath of pro-Commu- 
nist elements, was definitely under way. 


Since then, Children of God represent- 
ing all denominations—including Pas- 
tors, Laymen, Christian Educators, Re- 
ligious Editors, Missionaries, Evangel- 
ists, Church Congregations, Prayer 
Bands, Young Peoples’ Organizations 
and others, numbering into the countless 
thousands, throughout the Nation, have 
rallied their spiritual resources . .. as 
in New Testament times (see John 9:22 
and John 20:19). Christians know that 
persecution always comes as blessing in 
disguise. It hardens soul muscles and 
makes more effective service possible. 


The present humiliating and unjust 
opposition heaped upon Christ’s Cause, 
has in it the potentialities of a mighty 
revival, a_ spiritual conflagration 
equalled only by the labors of John 
Knox, when Bloody Mary admitted that 
she feared the prayers of the mighty 
Scotch Preacher more than all the 
armies of Europe. Persecution never 
fails to light revival fires—and church- 
men are agreed today that our supreme 
need is a great spiritual awakening, a 
mighty rebirth of moral strength to re- 
store the GOD CONSCIOUSNESS to the 
American people. 


The hour for such a revival may be 
at hand. If so, the suffering of Christ’s 
followers and Christ’s Cause, during the 
last year, will not have been in vain. 
To this end, Bible-believing Christians 
will continue to consecrate their efforts 
and prayers knowing that the greater 
the degree of persecution, the sweeter 
the spiritual rewards to follow. “If we 
suffer, we shall also reign with him.” 
“For whom the Lord loveth he chas- 
teneth.” 


The Church of Christ is an organism 
When one organ or part suffers, the 
entire body feels the effect. This 
fact creates among Christian saints, the 
finest fraternal feelings known to man- 
kind. Persecuted believers know that 
present opposition originates from the 
same sources responsible for the evil 
treatment accorded both their Lord and 
Church leaders in New Testament times. 


Paul’s statement recorded in II Thes- 





salonians 2:7 continues the basis of daily 
prayer in thousands. of homes, that the 
Holy Spirit shall RESTRAIN the forces 
now seeking expression at Washington 
that have brought about the persecution 
of the Church among the nations of 





Europe and Asia. “I will meet you at 
the Throne of Grace every day until Vic- 
tory comes,” is now a watchword on the 
part of Prayer Warriors who are each 
day presenting their “strong reasons” 
before God. 








Congressinan Rankin Condemns 
“Persecution” Indictment 





the Congressional Record, March 
29, 19438: 


Mr. Speaker. I hesitate to use the 
word “Jew” in any speech in this House, 
for whenever I do a little group of com- 
munistic Jews in this country howl to 
high heaven. They seem to think it is 
all right for them to abuse gentiles and 
stir up race trouble all over the country; 
but when you refer to one of them, they 
cry “anti-Semitism,” or accuse you of be- 
ing pro-Nazi. 


A short time ago Stalin caught a cou- 
ple of these troublemakers named Ehrlich 
and Alter, tried and convicted them of 
treason and executed both of them. 


I see that a certain element of the 
Communist press is now ringing with de- 
nunciations of Russia’s action in the 
matter; and I suppose some of them wi!l 
now be denouncing me as pro-Russian. 


But I am going to take the risk and in- 
sert in the Record, as a part of these 
remarks, one of the most unusual indict- 


ments ever returned by a grand jury in 
an English-speaking country. I WANT 
EVERY MEMBER OF CONGRESS TO 
READ IT AND NOTE THE NUMBER 
OF TIMES IT USES THE WORD 
“JEW” OR “JEWRY” OR “ANTI- 
SEMITISM.” 


All patriotic Americans are for prose- 
cuting all violators of the law. If the in 
dividuals mentioned in this indictmen; 
are guilty they should be punished. But 
why attempt to smear patriotic organiza- 
tions, intimidate law-abiding men and 
women, or frighten a free press, all over 
the country, in this way? 


As was pointed out by a leading mem- 
ber of the Senate some time ago, one of 
the organizations mentioned in this in- 
dictment includes the Daughters of the 
American Revolution. Another one in- 
cludes all, or practically all, the veterans” 
organizations, such as the American Le: 
gion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 


Why should this element be permitted 
—Turn To Page 10. 
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to use the courts of the land to stir up 
race trouble throughout the country? 


As I pointed out the other day, the 
Department of Justice has gone down into 
Mississippi and perpetrated an inquisi- 
tion against the white people of that 
State that is not only alarming to the 
entire South but it threatens the integrity 
of every State in this Union. It strikes 
at the very heart of constitutional gov- 
ernment. 





READ THIS INDICTMENT, AND 
THEN READ IT AGAIN, AND ASK 
YOURSELF IF THE WHITE GEN- 
TILES OF THIS COUNTRY HAVE NC 
RIGHTS LEFT THAT THE DEPART- 
MENT OF JUSTICE IS BOUND TG 
RESPECT. 


(Following these remarks, Congress- 
man John E. Rankin of Mississippi caused 
the complete text of the persecution in- 
dictment to be reprinted in the Congres- 
sional Record.) 








Christians Organize To De:end 
“Civil Liberties” 





T SEEMS paradoxical that in this 

Country, founded upon Scriptural 
principles, the time has come when re- 
ligious leaders feel the necessity of 
binding themselves together in a nation- 
wide organization for the preservation 
of CHRISTIAN CIVIL LIBERTIES. 


Such a national organization is being 
«seated for the purpose of informing 
persecuted believers as to their Con- 
stitutional rights . . . and, aiding them in 
time of “tribulation,” when called upon 
to suffer unjustly. 


For many years, pro-Communist ele- 
ments have maintained an organization 
with headquarters in New York and 
branch offices throughout the entire Na- 
tion, devoted to defending Communists, 
Anarchists and Socialists who came in 
conflict with the law. Reds in trouble 
are thus assured of having “a friend at 
court.” 


The organization gives financial aid, 
provides legal counsel, helps make 
bond for arrested persons, promotes pub- 
lic agitation, sends out press releases, 
opposes Bible reading in public schools 
. - . and, on the whole, looks after the 
legal welfare of the Communistic pro- 
gram in America. This is done in the 


name of free speech, free press, and the 
safeguarding of other Civil Liberties. 


Jesus Christ lamented that some times 
“the children of this world are wiser 
than children of light.” At any rate, the 
time has come when Pastors, Evangel- 
ists, Christian Educators, Bible Teachers, 
Reformers and Laymen, ‘see the neces- 
sity of organizing nationally, to protect 
and preserve Civil Liberties for the sake 
of Christ's Cause in this part of the 
world. Official announcements regard- 
ing the name, headquarters, executive 
personell, program and objectives of the 
organization will very soon be made 
throughout the Country. 


Our Country has no more loyal group 
of citizens than those comprising the 
conservative branch of the Church. It 
is unfair and unreasonable that these 
Christians should be smeared, har- 
assed, maligned, misrepresented and 
persecuted. They are giving their pray- 
ers, energy, money and sons to help 
bring the conflict to a speedy and suc- 
cessful end. They should not be singled 
out as special targets of spite. Their 
patriotism cannot be successfully chal- 
lenged. 


Men of God in various parts of the Na- 
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Things Unseen flre ternal 


vy can count money, survey land, 

weigh coal or iron. But you cannot 
measure the love of a good man for his 
family, or weigh the worth of a true 
friendship. With his instruments, a sur- 
veyor can tell just how many acres 
there are in a section of the country: 
but he can never estimate accurately 
the beauty of a landscape with sunlight 
soft upon its fields and meadows and 
glistening upon its distant waters. There 
are some values that can be measured 
and weighed, but there are other values 
which are a part of the universal spirit- 
ual content of life, and the Christian 
faith assumes that these are the only 
final and permanent values of our ex- 
perience. Therefore, seek beauty, truth, 
and goodness, which are eternal. 











tion, loyal Ministers of Christ’s blessed 
Gospel, are being investigated, spied 
upon, questioned and in some instances 
arrested. Which means that somebody, 
somewhere has developed erroneous 
ideas regarding the Christian ministry 
of the United States. One Senator has 
characterized the procedure as an ex- 
pression of “vengeful hatred.” 


In a recent letter to United States 
Senator Wheeler, Dr. Zechariah Chatee, 
Jr., of Harvard University, deplored the 
fact that there had been “let loose a 
horde of spies and informers, official 
and unofficial, swarming into our private 
life, stirring up suspicion without end.” 


Millions of Christians will first make 
the matter of persecution a subject of 
definite prayer . . . and second, lend en- 
couragement to an organization truly 
representative of the Church life of 
America, designed to preserve sacred 
CIVIL LIBERTIES handed down by 
founding fathers whose reverence for 
God and the Word of God always re- 
mained secure. 


This is the most crucial hour of 
American history—a time when artificial 
attacks upon Christ’s followers should 
be avoided as one might cast a viper 
from his bosom. 
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OHN 7:387-39, “If any man thrist, let 

him come unto me and drink. He 
that believeth on me, as the scriptures 
hath said, from within him shall flow 
rivers of living water.” 


Living water, the gift of God, is most 
precious and greatly desired by every 
true believer. As to this gift, the Scrip- 
tures do not leave us in the dark. Christ 
interprets His own word. In John the 
seventh chapter, verses thirty-seven to 
thirty-nine we read: 


“In the last day, that great day of the 
feast, Jesus stood and cried saying, If 
any man thirst let him come unto me, 
and drink. He that believeth on me, as 
the scriptures hath said, from within him 
shall flow rivers of living water, but this 
he spake of the Spirit which they that 
believe on him should receive.” 


The feast refers to the Feast of Taber- 
nacles. The last great day of the feast 
was the eighth day. On the seven pre- 
ceding days water had been brought in 
a golden urn from the pool of Siloam 
and poured upon the altar, amid the 
sounding of trumpets and demonstra- 
tions of joy. On the eighth day there 
were processions and rejoicings, but no 
water was brought, for that day cele- 
brated the entrance of the children of 
Israel into the Land of Promise. 


How very significant that after seven 
days, seven being the perfect number, 
typifying the end of one period of the 
feast and the beginning of another 
period, that Christ should declare, “If 
any man thirst, let him come unto me, 
and drink.” Dear friend, accept the in- 
vitation of Jesus Christ. You will then 
find the joy of singing with all who have 
been born again: 


Now none but Christ can satisfy 
None other name for me 

There’s love, and life, and lasting joy 
Lord Jesus found in thee. 
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But what about the living water? The 
living water refers to the Holy Spirit, 
the gift of God to the believer. To the 
woman, He said: “It shall become in 
him a well of water springing up into 
everlasting life.” 


Let us follow the Scriptures closely. 
Watch for the growing import revealed 
by the various inspired writers. 


The “well” of the fourth chapter of 
John has become “rivers of living water” 
in the seventh chapter. A river is the 
true symbol of life, power, and strength. 
A stagnant pool is a breeder of foul 
smells, filth, and death. A river is a 
living power, giving life to all around it. 
Making the desert blossom as the rose, 
bringing forth beauty wherever it flows. 


In Joel, chapter three, verse eighteen, 
the river becomes a fountain. “And a 
fountain shaH come forth of the House 
of the Lord and shall water the valley 
of Shittim.” This river does not come 
from worldly organizations, but from the 
House of the Lord. 


The prophet Ezekiel adds to the pic- 
ture given by Joel. In the forty- 
seventh chapter, the river comes not only 
from the House of the Lord but from 
under the Altar. It is a life-giving 
stream. “Everything shall live whither- 
so-ever the river cometh.” 


The Altar is the place of sacrifice and 
death. This is typical of the sacrifice 
and death of Christ in order that we 
might have life, yea, the more abundant 
life. 


The prophet Zechariah completes the 
picture. The prophecy of Joel and 
Ezekiel is not lost sight of, but included 
in his vision. In that day, there shall be 
a fountain opened to the House of David 
for sin and uncleanness. It shall flow 
east and west till all the world shall be 
encircled in its cleansing quickening 
power. “In that day, living waters shall 
go out from Jerusalem.” Zechariah 14:8. 


In Revelation, chapter twenty-two, we 
have a vision of the pure river of the 
water of life, flowing clear as crystal, 
through the city of God. It. comes from 
under the throne of God and of the 
Lamb. Here is completeness. The 
Trinity is in the final picture. The 
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Father and Son are on the throne, and 
from under the throne flows the river of 
the water of life. The living water is 
the Holy Spirit. This is the gift offered 
by Christ to the woman at the well. It 
is for all who believe on Him. 


This is the need for today. We are 
to be ready to meet the Bridegroom, then 
We must have oil in our vessels with our 
lamps. Oil is but another symbol for 
the Holy Spirit. Is it not wonderful we 
may receive, possess within us, “a well 
of water, springing up, into everlasting 
life.” Y'es, we may live an overflowing 
life, with power to go forward, enlight- 
ened by the Holy Spirit. 


The announcement uttered by God the 
Father at the baptism of Jesus, is clear: 
“Lo, a voice from heaven saying, This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” God the Father declared the 
divine sonship of Christ. The Spirit 
proceedeth from the Father to the Son. 
Then Christ offers this gift to those who 
accept the invitation and come to Him: 
“The water that I shall give him,” are 
His words. 


In Derbyshire, England, there is a 
large trough at the foot of a hill. It is 
always full of clear, sparkling mountain : 
water, yet it is always overflowing 
through a hole near the top. There is 
no visible way the supply is kept up. 
The roadside is green, flowers bloom in 
season, and everything is refreshed by 
its presence. What is its secret of sup- 
ply? On examination we find a hidden 
spring underneath it. Do you have the 
hidden spring? 


The immediate result for the woman 
was to leave the waterpot and go and tell 
the men in the village where she lived. 
“Come see a man that told me all things 
ever I did.” They came. They heard and 
saw for themselves, and believed. This 
is the message of all born again believ- 
ers, to a lost and thirsty soul. 
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No Atheists ln Fox Holes 





66 HEN men are living cheek by 
jowl with death, they rapidly get 
down to essentials.” 


Navy Chaplain Merritt F. Williams, 
who was aboard the aircraft carrier 
Wasp when she went down in the Solo- 
mons, might have been speaking for all 
American fighting men when he said 
this. 


From every part of the world where 
Americans face the realities of war, re- 
ports come in to show that they turn io 
reassurance in religious faith. 


Shipwrecked sailors, aviators afloat 
on rubber rafts, soldiers in slit-trenches 
and in jungle bivouacs later recount 
how they prayed for deliverance, and 
sometimes for other things. 


A Navy chaplain with the marines on 
Guadalcanal reported that a young man 
who had been arguing for atheism on 
the way over remarked to him under 
fire: 

“It this keeps up much longer, I'll be 
thinking your way.” 

Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker provides 
the best-kn-wn instance of how fighting 
men ik in the shadow of death. He 
tells it in his vivid account of his ex- 
perience afloat on a rubber raft in the 
Pacific after his plane had been forced 
down. 

Captain Rickenbacker spoke first of 
the disregard men facing death show to- 
ward material things. He tells how they 
tossed overboard everything in sight to 
lighten the craft and possibly delay its 
sinking. Then there was the feeling 
of personal insignificance and helpless- 
ness as he and his crew drifted for days 
at the mercy of a tropic sun. 

They held daily religious service, 
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“The Constitutionalist”’... 


.. . A monthly magazine devoted to the DE- 
4 FENSE of “Our Own” Independence and the 
Constitution, including the Eighteenth Amend- 
ment and Bill of Rights. 


THE CONSTITUTIONALIST 


4031 Francis Ave., Seattle, Wash. 


read.ng this quotation (Matthew, 6:31-34) 
from the New Testament: 


“Therefore take no thought, saying, 
what shall we eat? Or what shall we 
drink? Or, wherewithal shall we be 
clothed? For your Heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of all these 
things, but seek ye first the kingdom of 
God, and His righteousness; and all 
these things shall be added unto you. 
Take therefore no thought for the mor- 
row: for the morrow shall take thought 
for the things of itself. Sufficient unto 
the day is the evil thereof.” 


It was after one of these services that 
a gull landed on Captain Rickenback- 
er‘s head. He recalls how he caught it 
and how he and the men regarded its 
fishy, stringy meat as a miracle in an- 
swer to their prayers. 


Private John Bartek (now sergeant), 
who also was on the ratt, said later: 
“After what happened to us out there, 
I’ve decided to become a Minister after 
the war. I feel I’m a true believer.” He 
doesn’t know yet what denomination 
he'll go into. It was from his G. I. 
Testament that Rickenbacker had read 
passages of Scripture. 


A soldier writes from somewhere in 
the southern Pacific: “The sustaining in- 
fluence of the church and the com- 
munion with God never meant more to 
me than now. It seems that when we 
get far away from home and those we 
love we think more about God and 
divine things.” ... 

An aviation cadet, Clifford Anderson, 
reported that after he made a blind emer- 
gency landing at night, a farmer came 
running up to him and told him he had 
missed a house and a windmill by only 
a few feet. 


Sample copy FREE. 
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“I would never have attempted a 
landing there in daylight—it wasn’t hu- 
manly possible. I’ve been asked how I 
did it, and there’s oniy one answer— 
the Lord did it for me.” 


Army and Navy czuaplains agree that 
the closer the boys move up toward the 
font the more they think about these 
things. 

“Professions of faith increase the clos- 
er we get to the front,” says Brig. Gen. 





Peoria Pre-taster Services 


eerste eng Christians residing in 

Central Illinois will learn, with ap- 
preciation, that Trinity Temple of Peoria 
has engaged Dr. W. D. Herrstrom for a 
return preaching engagement... April 
18 to 25 inclusive. 





The Conference will close with three 
great meetings on Easter Sunday, begin- 
ning with a Sunrise Service at 5 A. M. 
Dr. B. G. Drake, Pastor of the Church, 
wishes to extend a special invitation to 
Defender Readers. 


Dr. Herrstrom has had the advantage 
of extended travel in all parts of the 
world. His last trip took him through 
the areas that have since become major 
war theaters. Being an expert in 
photography, ze has taken over two 
thousand still pictures and fifty reels of 
motion picture film. Both types of pic- 
tures will be shown, at feature services 
in Peoria, illustrating prophetic subjects 
scheduled for discussion. 














-.- TWO BOOKS... 
For Bible-believing Christians 





“Notes on the Revelation.”....Price 75c 


A verse by verse exposition. A deep study 
made plain and understandable . . Highly 
recommended by leading Bible Teachers. 


“A Study of the Fall’’.......... Price 30c 


A subject never before discussed in pulpit 
or print ... A MUST for Bible students. 


Send $1.00 for both books postpaid. 
Sample of Gospel-Comfort Tracts 
On Request... 


Laura T. Halsey (Author & Publisher) 
Rosemead, California 
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William R. Arnold, Chief of Army Chap- 
lains. 


“We noticed an upswing after Pearl 
Harbor and more or less expected this 
to taper off later, but it hasn't.” 


Navy chaplains say that attendance 
at services aboard naval units ap- 
proaching north Africa grew perceptibly 
just before battle— were even larger 
after active engagements. 


Soldiers at isolated posts are reported 
walking miles to attend services. Chap- 


lains baptize fighting men on the spot 


in the nearest creek, river, or ocean if it’s 
that kind of baptism that’s required. 


Navy Chaplain W. Wyeth Willard 
baptized Marine Corp. Arthur S. Tripp 
in the Lunga River on Guadalcanal 
along with 17 other leathernecks last 
December. Tripp’s mother, when _in- 
formed of this, recalled that he never 
wanted to go to Sunday school or to 
church. 


An Army chaplain tells how he has 
ridden with American flyers on jeeps, 
racing at break-neck speed, to hear 
their confessions as they rushed to their 
planes with the alert howling over the 
post. 

Both Army and Navy provide relig- 
ious ministration wherever possible for 
every creed. All denominations are 
found in the service. The Army, for in- 


stance, has chaplains from 40 denomi- 


nations in the field. 


The basis of distribution is one chap- 
lain to about every 1,200 men, but Chap- 
lain Arnold says that smaller isolated 
units are provided for. 


“But as of December 31, 1942, we 
needed twice as many chaplains for the 
present and for future expansion of our 
work.” 








“THE SWORD AND SHIELD” 


A 4-page Monthly Funda- 
mental paper .. . filled with 
Sermons, Testimonials, Editori- 

* als, Prophetic Material . . . Dis- 
cussions of Worldwide Happen- 
ings as related to Prophecy. In 
fact, a paper that fills a defi- 
nite need in this zero hour. Sub- 
scribe today—$1.00 per year; 
27 months $2.00. Sample copy 
10 cents. 

WALLACE W. BRADLEY, Editor 
4247 S. W. Corbett Ave. 
Portland, Oregon 
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Chaplains are selected clergymen 
who receive specialized military in- 
structions before going into active 
service. 

What do they find at the front? Well, 
there’s the official version of the sergeant 
on Bataan. 


Lt. Col. Warren J. Clear reports how 
he slipped into a fox hole during a Jap 
bombardment. There was a sergeant 
in the fox hole and “he prayed almost 
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as loud as I did,” says Clear, who spoke 
to him about it. 

“Sir,” replied the sergeant, “there are 
no atheists in fox holes.” 

(The above article appeared as an editorial 
in the Washington, D. C. Star . . . Stinday, 
March 7, 1943.) 


If you move, be sure and notify 
The Defender, giving both your old 
and new addresses. 
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Christ - Enlightened Conscience 


Unity Through Prayer 





VERY bay, inlet, and shallow creek 

along the shore feels the pulse of the 
ocean tides. So every life, however ob- 
scure, is more or less sensitive to great 
moral tides. The everlasting “ought,” 
the sense of duty and obligation which 
speaks to all in varying degrees of in- 
tensity, is the voice of this moral order. 
The life and teaching of Jesus is the 
standard for the Christian. Just as the 
astronomer brings his clock to the sun 
for correction, so the Christian brings 
his moral clock of conscience to the per- 
fect life of Christ for correction and ad- 
justment. The inner light of a growing 
Christian conscience is forever reinter- 
preting and applying the principles of 
Jesus to present situations. 





ANY of the ilis of both mind and 

body are the outcome of inward 
conflict. We are too much at war with 
ourselves. Impulses and emotions 
prompt us in various directions. One 
moment we are bold and adventurous, 
only to be checked by other inclinations 
to be careful and cautious. These con- 
flicting inclinations must be unified. 
Prayer is the most effective means of 
achieving this inward integrity of spirit, 
for prayer brings us into contact with 
ultimate reality, and God is the only 
reality great and permanent enough to 
serve as the unifying principle for our 
being. This is the significance of a re- 
mark made by an old monk, “Piety is 
Unity.” 





For Unele Sam’s Boys 


MY 
DAILY & 
GUIDE® 


Edited by 
T.W. ENGSTROM 


Managing Editor, The Christian Digest 
In camp and in the field, or on the seas, the men 
and women of our armed forces seek a closer walk 
with God. Help them with “My Daily Guide,” 
which provides devotions for the whole year in 
vest pocket size. Inspiring Bible verse and poetry 
selection for each day. Presentation book-plate on 
front end paper, and “America” on back end paper. 









TWO EDITIONS 


“Popular” Edition, 50c ea., pa dozen 
$5.00—3 bindings: Khaki for Army, 


“DeLuxe”’ Edition, 75cea., per doz. $7.50—Beau- 
tifully boxed and richly bound in gold stam: 


Blue for Navy, Maroon for civilian use. maroon leatherette cover. Silk book marker. 
Order today from your bookseller or 


ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE, £47 ottawa Ave.,N.W.,Grand Rapids, Mich. 
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Abrahain And The Ritual Of Human Sacrifice 


Dr. J. O. Kinnaman, Noted Archaeologist ... Long Beach, California 





HE IDEA of religious “Sacrifice” is 
as old as the human race, i. e. we find 
this ritual in the oldest existing records 
of man, far older than his written or re- 
corded memories. It seems to be an in- 
herent trait of the human make-up. 
Today there is not a known nation, 
group or tribe, that does not have some 
form of ritual relating to sacrifice. 


It is used as a means for seeking con- 
tact with God. In some cases, man 
makes the sacrifice to appease a sup- 
posedly angry god; sometimes to “strike 
a bargain” with him; other times to 
give thanks and praise, or to express 
adoration. It all depends upon physical 
environment and mental attitude. 


Where something real exists, there are 
also counterfeits. The program of hu- 
man redemption, involved sacrifice. “The 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world.” Pagan peoples, scattered over 
the earth, groping for God and desiring 
liberation from the shackles of sin, have 
counterfeited the real plan of salvation 
which came to humanity through the vi- 
carious atonement of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


PARADISE LOST 


The things offered in sacrifice have 
varied in relation to circumstances, edu- 
cation, purpose and expected result. A 
non-military people occupied with agri- 
cultural pursuits, usually offer the fruits 
of their labors, while warlike natives are 
prone to make sacrifices of something 
more than things produced in the fields. 
They, as history and archaeology show, 
usually consider human life the only ac- 
ceptable offering to a blood-thirsty god. 





Our text books and reference books 
often misinterpret the facts and discov- 
eries of ethnology, anthropology and his- 
tory. If we accept the Bible as ‘the 
Word of God, authentic in its accounts, 
then modern scholarship has placed “the 
cart before the horse.” According to 
the Scriptures, man did not evolve from 
anthropoids through endless eons, but 
came into being by the fiat of God. The 
science of archaeology now confirms the 
revealed Word as correct in this regard. 
LET ME SAY THAT IF THE BIBLE 
DID NOT DESCRIBE THE “FALL OF 
MAN,” ARCHAEOLOGISTS WOULD 
DO SO, AND IN ABOUT THE SAME 
LANGUAGE AS GENESIS. 


In the beginning man walked and 
talked with God, and received instruction 
directly from the Infinite. Finally he 
got what the Greeks call “meglomania” 
(we would say, the big-head), and felt 
that he could depend upon his own wis- 
dom. Man wanted to try his ability 
unaided, and he “fell” as a result, losing 
fellowship with God. 


Man, after losing the God conscious- 
ness, was not unlike many young people 
of today when they cut the ties of home, 
father and mother. They find them- 
selves at sea without compass or gleam- 
ing star to guide them. Man was lost 
in the vastness of the kosmos and the 
immensity of the darkness of his own in- 
tellect. He was lost! 


RITE OF HUsiAN SACRIFICE 


Now the question arose as to what 
“modus operandi” he could employ to 
find his way back home, and gain free- 











RUSSIANS IN SOUTH AMERICA 


ask for Bibles. Numbers have been distributed and 

more are wanted, reports our missionary in Uruguay. 
Russian war prisoners hunger for the Word of God. 

Who will help to give out the Bread of Life? 

Send your gifts for Russian Bibles and for support 
of Russian and Ukranian preachers of the Word to the 
RUSSIAN 
REV. F. J. MILES, International Secretary 


1844 W. Monroe St., Room 10, Chicago, III. 
(In Canada: Rev. J. F. Holliday, B. ay 259 Aberdeen Ave., 


Sample copy of our magazine, THE FRIEND OF 
RUSSIANS, free ... 


MISSIONARY SOCIETY, Inc. | 


Hamilton, Ont. 


Price per annum 50 cents. 





foticictcictcirict: "He that winneth souls is wise.” Proverbs 11:30. cxkkkkkkkk 











dom from the situation in which he had 
found himself. Could God be conciliated ? 
If so, how? 


Some kind of intuition told the human 
family that from the dawn of eternity, 
a sacrifice had been consummated, ac- 
cording to an Infinite plan. God, who 


‘knows the end from the beginning, had 


already made provision for man’s re- 
demption. 


Often, if a man wishes to conciliate 
some one to himself, he prepares gifts 
for that person, hoping thereby to create 
friendship. This is a trait typical of hu- 
man nature. So the idea of conciliating 
God by presenting ae to Him 
came into existence. 


In following the Biblical account, we 
see the brothers Cain and Abel trying to 
conciliate God. We usually think of the 
death of Abel, by the hand of Cain, as 
murder. But was it really that, or could 
it have been the first recorded “human 
sacrifice!” I am not answering the 
question, but merely asking it. 


The point is this, at some time in the 
history of mankind, after the Fall, hu- 
man beings somewhere instituted the rite 
of human sacrifice, due to the notion 
that this form of sacrifice involved the 
most precious thing known to man, 
namely his own life’s blood. This, bear 
in mind, is not theology, but a state- 
ment of fact as archaeology must deal 
with the subject. 


ARCHAEOLOGY SPEAKS 


The history of the land we now call 
Palestine began many centuries prior to 
the date usually thought, by the average 
Bible student. The oldest known point 
of settlement in Palestine is, of course, 
at the Tell Jezari, or as identified in 
western literature, Gezer. This ancient 
fortress and city lies some miles north- 
west of Jerusalem. Excavations have 
gone on there more than 30 years, but 
even now the work is not completed. 
However, the major portion lies open to 
inspection and study. 


The central part of the city is the 
“High Place,” the center where the com- 
munity worshipped. This High Place 
was never covered by any kind of roof, 
nor enclosed by walls, but had a row of 


“standing” stones (mazzebahs) around 
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it. These stones were from 5 feet 5 
inches, to 10 feet 6 inches high, all of 
unhewn blocks set on end, and supported 
at the base by smaller stones. Eight of 
these “standing stones” still remain in 
position. Its length is north and south. 
It is full of “pot holes” circular in form, 
differing in diameter and depth. These 
holes were for the purpose of catching 
the blood of victims offered upon the 
altar. There is a great channel leading 
off the altar, which was used to carry 
the blood to a basin. This basin forms 
a cave. 


The entire area surrounding the altar 
is devoted to a “child cemetery” where 
lie the remains of thousands of children 
varying in age from one week to three 
months. Reader, we are standing at an 
altar where child sacrifice was the pre- 
vailing ritual—the sacrifice of the “first- 
born,” the “first-fruits” of marriage and 
the family. 


The people whom we know as Canaan- 
ites, were permanently settled here and 
in full, complete possession of the land 
not later than 2300 B. C. They came 
from the east during one of the migra- 
tions that carried eastern peoples west. 
They were probably a part of the people 
known as Hyksos, or Shepherd Kings. 
They subdued and absorbed the people 
they found living there, took them from 
their homes which were caves, and built 
fortresses and buildings over the homes 
vf the aborigines. This is what occurred 
at Gezer. 


How much of the religion of the cave 
dwellers, the invaders adopted, cannot be 
accurately stated, but the ethical entity 
worked both ways. Portions ‘of the two 
religions were formulated at length into 
rituals of the Canaanites, the expression 
of which was validated at this altar. 


ABRAHAM APPEARS 


The burial of the sacrificed child did 
not always occur in the cemetery at the 
High Place. Where the body was in- 
terred depended upon the reason and 
purpose of the sacrifice. Let us illus- 
trate. 


All these burials, were what is known 
as “jar-burials.” We mean by that, the 
body of the child was placed in an 
earthen jar. The head was pushed in 
first in such manner, if the jar stood up- 
right, the child stood upon its head; but 
in many cases the jar was placed in a 
reclining position. Sometimes earth or 
sand was used to fill the jar completely; 
then a “saucer” was placed over the top, 
and the jar deposited in the cemetery. 
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{ But all the children were not placed in 
| this particular grave-yard. They are 
' found in various places: (1) in or under 
walls or buildings, (2) beneath founda- 
tions, and occasionally beside finished 
buildings, (3) near a High Place or 
sacred enclosure, (4) in moats between 
two walls of a fortification, (5) ten 
inches under the floor of a house, and 
(6) in cremation caves. 


The first method of burial was always 
in connection with the laying of the 
foundation and plans of a building. Here 
the oldest child of the family was offered 
in sacrifice to render the building 
“lucky” and free from evil spirits. 


This form of sacrifice has never been 
found in Mesopotamia, the country from 
which Abraham came. The ritual was 
undoubtedly new to the Patriarch when 
he arrived among the Canaanites some- 
time during 2000 B. C. Here he saw it 
practiced on every side, and at very High 
Place in the land. After living and 
mingling with these people, the pro- 
totype of the Final and Great Sacrifice 
became well acquainted with their form 
of ritual. 


ISAAC PRESENTED 


God wished to put an end to this sense- 
less, useless, cruel and inhuman form of 
worship, and at the same time “test” the 
faith of the Patriarch. The Heavenly 
Father also wished to teach Abraham a 
leson in anticipation of the sacrifice that 
was ultimately to be made on Golgotha. 


So Abraham was instructed to take his 
favorite son, and following the example 
of the Canaanites, offer the child as a 
human sacrifice. The good man com- 
plied in every detail; built an altar upon 
the High Place of Mount Moriah, now 
beneath the Dome of the Rock of the 
Mosque of Omar, and was ready to ful- 
fill the demand. But you know what 
happened: there was a Substitution for 
the boy, and the foundation for the rituai 
inaugurated by Moses was laid, the 
symbol of the Substitution at Calvary. 


The report of this incident spread 
throughout the Near East. It even got 
back to the original home of Abraham, 
Ur of Mesopotamia. So striking was its 
influence upon the minds of the people 
of those times, that a goldsmith in the 
temple of Zin made a statue of wood, 
gold, and precious stones as a memorial 
of the event, and we have that work of 
art today. 


That was not all the incident accomp- 
lished. In the main, it caused child 





sacrifice to cease in the Near East. We 
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cannot say that the system ended en- 
tirely, for it was still deeply ingrained 
in the mind of the Hebrews of later dafe. 
We find desultory accounts of some 
Hebrews, under stress, clinging to the 
old ritual of the Canaanites. II Kings 
3:27; Micah 6:7 and I Kings 16:34. But 
this was just a relic of a custom, or 
religious rite that had become deeply 
embedded in the minds of persons at a 
loss to know the proper course to pursue. 


In this -practice in Palestine, there 
came an era when substitution for the 
child was inaugurated. In late Gezer 
was found a jar containing eleven figu- 
rines of human beings. One is of bronze 
two and one fourth inches high, and ten 
of silver, one and one-eighth inches in 
length. These were not cast, but made 
from sheets of metal. 

Was all this, during the dark era fol- 
lowing the Fall of man, a groping for a 
way back to God, and at the same time, 
a symbol in anticipation of the Great 
Sacrifice and Substitution to be made 
upon the Cross of Calvary? You an- 
swer it, dear Reader. 











Three Prophetic Books 
By F. E. Buttum 


IN THE LAST DAYS. 32 
pages. 20 cents per copy. 2 
copies 35c or 6 for $1.60. 

THE MARK OF THE AN- 
TICHRIST. 32 pages. 20 cents 
per copy. 2 copies 35 cents 
or 6 for $1.00. 

THE SEVEN SEALS OF 
REVELATION. This _ book, 
now being published, will sell 
at the same price as_ those 
above. Will be ready for de- 
livery soon. Send in your ad- 
vance order now. Christians 
will do well to buy some of 
these books as gifts for un- 
saved friends. Mr. Buffum’s 
writings are proving popular 
among students of the Word. 

Another book called, “The 
Light in the Valley,” by Mr. 
Buffum, has just come from 
the press. Written especially 
for young people, the price is 
30 cents each, or 4 copies $1.00. 

All orders sent postpaid. 


SALEM PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Inman, Kansas 
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Mnited States Denate 


COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS 


March 9, 1943. 


Rev. Harvey He Springer, 
P. 0. Box 90, 
Englewood, Colorado. 


My dear Mr. Springers 


Enclosed herewith you will find my check in the sum 
of $1.00, in full payment of one year's subscription for your 
WESTERN VOICE, the first copy of which I saw last night as a 
result of your having sent to me sample copy at my home, No. 1 
Second Street, N. E., Washington, D. C. 


I read with a great deal of interest Congressman 
Clare E, Hoffman's speech which was taken from the Congressional 
Record. Unfortunately I had not read that particular speech of 
his before the arrival of your WESTERN VOICE. 


By the way, I have heard my wife, Mrs. Reynolds, the 
former Evalyn Washington McLean, speak of you most kindly. 


I wish you would send my copy of the WESTERN VOICE 
to my home address as given above. 


With assurances of my esteem, I am 


Very sincerely yours, 


Robert R. Reynolds, 
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If United States Senator Reynolds, one of our most brilliant statesmen... 
Chairman of the powerful Senate Military Affairs Committee ... felt prompted 
to write the above unsolicited letter, surely you should have “The Western 
Voice” coming into your home. Subscription price $1.00 the year — 52 issues. 


See advertisement on the opposite page. 
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Origen-- Persecuted Christian Scholar 


By Mrs. Clara McLeister 





664) RIGEN was the profoundest scholar 

of the early Church. He was a 
learned critic, a diligent exegete, one of 
the ablest apologists, the first great the- 
ologian. With a breadth of thought un- 
surpassed in the ages since, he laid the 
foundations of those definitions after- 
ward formulated by the councils int. 
creeds.” 


He was born in Alexandria, A. D. 185. 
His parents were both Christians. His 
father, Leonidas, was a man of wealth 
and liberal education, who delighted to 
instruct his eager son in secular and 
sacred learning. When the lad was but 
seventeen years old, his father was ap- 
prehended during the Septimian persecu- 
tions and martyred for his faith. 


Origen strove to reach his father and 
die with him, and was only prevented 
by his mother hiding his clothes. Their 
property was all confiscated, and Origen 
now became the support of his widowed 
mother and his six brothers. He opened 
a school in philosophy, and instructed 
many young men, eight of whom were 
martyred. He zealously visited the mar- 
tyrs in prison, and kissed them when led 
away to die. When but eighteen years 
old he was made sole instructor in a 
school opened by the Christians. 


He was a strenuous ascetic, denying 
himself by severe fasts; lived on twelve 
cents a day, an annuity received for sell- 
ing his copies of classical writings; re- 
fused voluntary contributions of his 
friends; cut short his sleep, and even the 
brief period of sleep he grudgingly gave 
himself he spent on the bare ground. He 
literally observed the instruction not to 
have two coats. He suffered poverty, 
cold, and all but nakedness. He devoted 
himself untiringly to study, acquiring the 
learning of the Greeks, also the Hebrew, 
in which his mother was his fellow- 
student. 


He visited Rome. He made two mis- 
Sionary journeys to Arabia. At the age 
of forty-three he visited Palestine; later, 
Ephesus, Athens and Caesarea. At Cae- 
sarea he was ordained, and for this was 
excommunicated by the Bishop of Alex- 
andria., But his excommunication was 
disregarded by other bishops; also by the 
great and learned of his day, among 





whom he had many loyal friends and con- 
verts. 


Even emperors and empresses re- 
ceived instructions from his lips or pen. 
His fame spread far and wide. He em- 
ployed seven amanuenses, who relieved 
each other as they became wearied by 
the indefatigable Origen. He also kept 
seven copyists of his own work. What 
remains of his “Commentaries on the 
Scriptures,” form sixteen volumes. 


“All commentators have dug from his 
mine, and a very considerable part of 
what is valuable in them they owe to 
Origen,” says one writer. He was the 
greatest of Christian apologists, his “Con- 
tra Celsus” being unrivalled, and a mas- 
terly defense of the faith. His recension 
of the Greek version of the Old Testa- 
ment was the greatest work of his life. 
It consists of six, and sometimes eight or 
nine, columns of parallel versions, with 
critical notes on each. His “De Prin- 
cipiis” is the first independent attempt 
of a Christian thinker to form a system 
of theology. He was a very penetrating 
thinker, and no theological writer can es- 
cape dealing with the subjects he handles. 
There were two or three features of his 
theology which are not accepted now as 
crthodox. But he rendered the infant 
Church an enduring service in defending 
her against false doctrines, and in aiding 
in the establishing of the canon of the 
New Testament. 

His purity of life, his ease and sweet- 
ness of spirit in the midst of unfavorable 
and frightful surroundings, his great 
thinking abilities, and his herculean la- 
bors as teacher and writer, have giver 
him a pre-eminent place among the 
church fathers. 

He had removed to Caesarea before the 
Maximinian persecution broke out. He 
at once published an oration concerning 
martyrdom to comfort the afflicted 
Church. Eighteen years later the Decian 
persecution was raging. How Origen had 
escaped so long was a miracle of Divine 
protection. He was now an old man, 
full of labors and widely honored. His 
fame drew the attention of the persecu- 
tors, and he was apprehended. He was 
tortured by the iron collar, immured in 
the deepest recesses of the prison, then 
stretched for days upon the rack, and 

—Turn To Page 18. 
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... From Page 17... 





threatened with the burning stake, but 
he never faltered. 


His constancy would inspire hundreds 
of others to endure patiently the suffer- 
ings they were to undergo for Jesus’ sake. 
The fury of the persecution spent itself, 
and the old man was released, but he 
never rallied from the-extreme tortures 
he had endured. He received the mar- 
tyr’s crown in the year 254. 








... From Page 6... 





These articles of belief, whether inten- 
tional or unconscious, influence in favor 
of dictatorship in the political world, and 
which is prophetic of world dictatorship 
before the age-end. The protest against 
these is an influence against class rule 
and for democracy in religion and polity. 


Fundamentalism vs. Modernism. Fun- 
damentalism is based upon the doctrines 
of the Bible, as generally believed and 
practiced by the Protestant churches. 


It includes all the foundation princi- 
ples of salvation, objectified and prophe- 
sied in Old Testament times, and taught 
by Christ and the apostles in the New. 


Modernism is  heterodoxy, denying 
some of the vital teachings of sacred 
Scripture, adopting man-conceived 
theories. “Modernism” is their chosen 
name to distinguish them; but it is a de- 
ceptive designation. From the begin- 
ning, there have been a like class — 
atheists, infidels and skeptics of every 
description. 


Some of these false doctrines, to which 
reference is made are denial of Christ’s 
deity, His virgin birth, vicarious atone- 
ment and second advent. 


This false Protestantism is a factor of 
Communism, which denies the existence 
of a personal God, condemns the Church, 
and murders true Ministers and other 
adherents. 


These topics suggest many other con- 
flicting opinions and activities in the 
world, all of which are hints of prophetic 
apostasy (Matthew 24:15, 21-24; Luke 
18:8, 21; 21:25-28; 2 Timothy 3: 1-10); 
and universal dictatorship, civil (Daniel 
8:9-12; 9:26; 1 John 2:18; 2 Thessalon- 
ians 2:3-8; Revelation 13:1-8, 16, 17) and 
ecclesiastical (Revelation 16:13; 19:20). 
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Bryan And The Resurrection 


Hon. John E. Rankin .... From The Congressional Record 





M® SPEAKER, I listened this morning 

to Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker, who, 
with the help of God has just passed 
through one of the greatest ordeals in 
history, pleading to America to return 
to the incentive plan and not make the 
misake that Russia made in adopting 
communism. 


He pointed out that Russia has now 
returned to the incentive system, that 
communism is leaving Russia and coming 
to this country, that Russia has long 
since eliminated the commissars from her 
army and is rapidly returning to our 
economic system... 


As I listened to Captain Rickenbacker, 
I was reminded that this is the birthday 
of the greatest Christian lay leader of 
modern times, William Jennings Bryan. 


Mr. Bryan’s outstanding expression, 
in my opinion, one that should be writ- 
ten on his tombstone, will be found in 
his Prince of Peace, in which he said: 


“If the Master deigns to touch with 
divine power the cold and pulseless 
heart of the buried acorn, causing it 
to burst forth into a new life, will 
He leave neglected in the earth the 
soul of man, made in the image of 
his Creator? If He stoops to give 
to the rose bush, whose withered 
blossoms float upon the autumn 
breeze, the sweet assurance of an- 
other springtime, will He refuse 
words of hope to the sons of men 
when the frosts of winter come? 


“If matter, mute and inanimate, 
though changed by the forces of Na- 
ture into a multitude of forms, can 
never die, will the imperial spirit of 
man alone suffer ’annihilation, after 
it has made a brief visit, like a royal 
guest, to this tenement of clay? No; 
I am as sure that there is another 
life as I am that I live today. 





“Some time ago while in Cairo, I 
was shown a few grains of wheat 
that had slumbered for more than 
3,000 years in an Egyptian tomb. As 
I gazed upon those grains of wheat, 
this thought came into my mind, 
that if one of them had been planted 
upon the banks of the Nile the next 
year after it was grown, and all of 
its lineal descendants had been har- 
vested and planted from that day to 
this, its progeny would be sufficient- 
ly numerous to feed the teeming mil- 
lions of this world. 


“There is an unbroken chain of 
life that connects the earliest grain 
with the one which we now sow and 
reap. If there is an invisible some- 
thing in a grain of wheat which en- 
ables it, when warmed by the sun- 
shine and nurtured by the rain, to 
discard its old body, and build out 
of earth and air a new one so much 
like the old that you cannot tell the 
one from the other, and transmit its 
own likeness through 3,000 genera- 
tions, I need not fear that my soul 
will have the power to clothe itself 
with a new body, suited to another 
existence, when this earthly frame 
has crumbled into dust.” 


Karl Marx need not tell us that “reli- 
gion is the opium of the people.” 
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HE Master taught his followers that 

they were not to use carnal weapons 
in defending Him. “My kingdom is not 
of this world,” He declared. When Peter 
wanted to fight for Him, He said: “Put 
up thy sword.” 


As we think of the Christian Church— 
its methods, its objectives, its spirit— 


there is a harsh incongruity: which jars 


on our religious emotions when we asso- 
ciate the triumphs of the Gospel with 
fighting and bloodshed. 


History undoubtedly teaches that there 
are certain great principles which can- 
not be established in any other way. So- 
ciety is so organized and nations so re- 
lated that powers and privileges will noz 
be surrendered without a struggle unto 
death. 


But can we ever say that war was re- 
ligiously justified? Has the Church 
ever been called upon to fight for its 
life; human beings striving to help each 
other and, at the same time, seeking to 
kill them? Pacifism says “No.” But 
history says “Yes,” and emphatically. 
The church has had two victories of 
a world-wide scope which could not have 
been but for the bravery and military 
skill of two men. 


Sir Edward Creasy wrote a book en- 
titled “Fifteen Decisive Battles of the 
World.” These were battles which turned 
the tide of some great revolution or cam- 
paign, changing the course of human 
history; battles which settled some great 
political or constitutional question. Sir 
Edward gives a place to one of the bat- 
tles which we shall mention in these 
pages, although he does not give the 
heart of the issue involved. 


This article deais with two crises that 
faced the Church of God; there was no 
alternative; it was Christ or Mahomet, 





the Church or pagan savagery. Just as 
surely as God directed wars in the long 
ago when His plans were in danger, thus 
did He direct the heart and brain of two 
mighty religious chieftains. A crisis is 
the raindrop falling on the crest of a 
mountain, with a margin so narrow that 
a destiny irrevocable must result, stretch- 
ing into eternity. The Master said He 
was not sending peace into the world— 
but war. Great national movements, 
whether political or religious, cannot be 
settled at a peace table; human society 
is not thus organized. War is some- 
times irrevocable and righteous; the 
Church lives today because the sword has 
been unsheathed in her defense. 


Early in the history of Mohammedan- 
ism, the Saracens conquered Spain. They 
were a people of strange and varied 
origins. They were called Moors, but 
they were of a combination of Mauri, 
Numidians, Phoenicians, Romans and Ar- 
abs. They were a remarkable people, 
far in advance of the various races from 
which they sprang, and the footprints of 
their civilization remain to this day, in 
old Spain. The mosaics found among 
the ruins of their temples and palaces are 
viewed, today, by lovers of the artistic. 


The famous Alhambra—a description 
of it is to be found in the works of 
Washington Irving, and a masterpiece of 
American literature—is a monument to 
the genius of the Moors. The Crusaders 
were never more zealous for the triumph 
of the Cross than the Moors were for the 
utter subjugation of the world for the 
Crescent. They were not only the su- 
preme power in Southern Spain, but in 
all the country below the Pyrenees. Re- 
inforced from their mother countries, 
they pushed their mighty forces north- 
ward for the complete overthrow of Eu- 
ropean civilization—the center of which 
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was the Church. This direful programme 
would have been accomplished, but for 
the military genius of one man. 


The Franks were the forefathers of 
the French people. Pepin of Herista! 
was the “Mayor of the Palace,” and so 
well did he organize this office, that it 
became hereditary. This family ruled 
under the last of the Merovingian kings. 
At the death of King Charles, Pepin’s 
natural son, Charles Martel, was pro- 
claimed Mayor to succeed his father. 


King Chilperic refused to recognize 
this claim, whereupon civil war broke out 
which ended in Martel not only being 
Mayor of the Palace, but the virtual ruler 
of the Franks as well. His reign was 
one continuous war, but the one engage- 
ment which places him among the im- 
mortals is the famous battle of Tours, 
fought on the River Loire, one hundred 
and forty-five miles southwest of the 
present city of Paris. 


In 730, the Saracens. (Moors) having 
wrested Septimania from the Goths, ad- 
vanced into Aquitaine and conquered 

—Turn To Page 20. 
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Bordeau; defeated the Duke of Aquitaine, 
and crossed Ahe Garonne, and advanced 
upon Tourgthe frontier of the defend- 
ers of the Church. All Christendom was 
alarmed. 


Charles Martel rallied his forces with 
a slogan, not unlike that which their 
posterity used centuries later when the 
Germans were pushing on to Paris, “Tl 
no pas”—“They shall not pass.” The 
bloodthirsty Saracens were met with 
these words: “Thus far, and no further; 
thy proud waves shall stop.” This de- 
cisive battle was fought between Tours 
and Poiters and was the Waterloo of 
the Saracen invasion. Their great lead- 
er, Abd-ur-Rahman, fell, and his entire 
army was cut to pieces. The scattered 
remnant fell back beyond the Pryenees. 


This remarkable victory occurred A. D. 
732. In 738, the Saracens made another 
effort to press over into their lost ter- 
ritory, but met with another crushing de- 
feat at Narbonne, at the hands of Charles 
Martel. This battle added Languedoc tv 
the Frankish domain, and the Saracens 
returned to Southern Spain to molest 
Europe no more. 





The Battle of Tours did two things: 
first, and by far the most important, it 
saved Europe from the subjugation of | 

| 


Mohammedanism. It is difficult, today, 
to estimate the full significance of this 
conflict. The victory was for the Romish 
Church; but that meant Christianity, as 
Jesus Christ had no other organized 
defenders in the world at that time. Out 
of this great organization have come 
master-spirits who have given to the 
world the Protestant faith. Every re- 
former and martyr of the Early and 
Mediaeval Church was born within the 
folds of Romanism, prior to the days of 
Luther. 


The second result of the Battle of 
Tours was the laying of the foundation 
of what became the French Republic. The 
grandson of Charles Martel (who be- 
came known as “The Hammer”) was 
Charlemagne, the most powerful ruler 
and Christian statesman of mediaeval 
times. He was able to rear a mighty su- 
perstructure upon the victory of Tours, 
and that superstructure was, first, the 
Church, and then the State or govern- 
ment. 


From rostrum, literature, and common 
parlance, we learn of the greatness of 
the people of the Anglo-Saxon race; they 
are world-builders, and world-rulers in 
learning, laws, and the best elements of 
civilization. England is a great country 
and no nation has meant so much to hu- 
man liberties, both religious and politi- 
cal, as the English. But the English peo- 
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ple have an origin; they did not just hap- 
pen to be great. 


The Romans regarded the original in- 
habitants of Britain unfit, even, to be 
slaves. From whence came this wonder- 
ful people, whose great institutions have 
meant so much to the welfare of the 
human race? The little island of Britain 
was a veritable battlefield for over a 
thousand years. The Saxons embraceil 
Christianity, and for three hundred years 
waged an incessant warfare with sur- 
rounding pagan races, the most war-like 
of which were the Danes. 


Alfred of England was born A. D. 
849, the son of Ethelwolf, King of West 
Saxony. At the age of twenty-three he 
came to the throne, on the death of his 
brother Ethelred. Already Alfred had 
demonstrated his genius and leadership 
in the wars against a continuous invasion 
of barbaric hordes. 


In 878, the Danes completely overran 
the country, and took possession of all 
the important posts of the West Saxons. 
So powerful were these fierce invaders, 
that Alfred had to seek safety in the 
forests and other out-of-the-way places 
in his kingdom. All the time, however, 
he kept in close communication with his 
princes and leaders. The Danes felt so 
secure in their conquests that they gave 
themslves over to drunkenness and idle- 
ness. 


All the time Alfred was quietly pre- 
paring for a master-stroke, and before 
the Danes were aware of his intentions, 
he threw up a great fortification in what 
is now Somersetshire, and his followers 
hastily joined him from every part of the 
country. The surprised Danes tried te 
storm the fortification several times, but 
were driven back with heavy loss. Then, 
Alfred sallied forth from his redoubt and 
delivered a crushing defeat on them at 
Edington, less than one year from the 
time they had taken full possession of 
the country. Guthrun, the Danish king, 
was forced to unconditional surrender, 
and, with thirty of his most powerful 
leaders, accepted Christianity, and were 
baptized. This left Alfred, the undisput- 
ed king of England, the first to rule the 
entire Island. 


From that time forward, the fame and 
influence of Alfred grew until he be- 





The Book Reviews are exceptionally, im- 
portant this month. Turn to page 24 and 
and read them—paying particular atten- 
tion to the announcement of Dr. Lowry’s 
new book, “The Great Tribulation.” 
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came known as Alfred the Great, and the 
remainder of his life was spent in con- 
structive work for his people. He rebuilt 
the destroyed cities and fortresses, pay- 
ing special attention to the founding of 
London, which, today, is the world’s me- 
tropolis. His people were taught the use 
of arms; and instructed in the arts of 
farming and industries. Without chart 
or compass, as it were, Alfred set in 
motion all the institutions which con- 
tribute to the greatness of the England 
of today. 


Historians are lavish in the reverence 
and honour they bestow upon this soli- 
tary figure towering up amid the dark- 
ness. He compiled codes and statutes 
and dispensed justice; he imparted that 
reverence for law which abides in the 
English people in a greater degree, than 
in any people on earth. Just how he 
managed to inject his great soul into such 
barrenness, as to bring forth such an 
abundant harvest, must remain one of 
the phenomenons of history. It was said 
that a purse, or a gold bracelet could 
be left outside a house-door in Alfred’s 
days, and not be stolen. 


We can never compute how much civil- 
ization really owes to Alfred the Great: 
truly he won the right to his title. Some 
writers claim that he it was who estab- 
lished trial by jury. This may not be 
correct; but the fact remains that Alfred 
did more in one short life for his own. 
and future generations, than any other 
character in history. He was one of the 
best scholars of his day. He wrote books 
for his people, translated classic docu- 
ments into the Saxon language taugh: 
classes in the rudiments of education in 
his own court, and founded schools in 
Ireland. 


The English navy has been Britain’s 
bulwark for centuries, and Alfred it was 
who organized it. There would seem to 
have been no branch of human activity 
and development, to which Alfred did 
not make some lasting contribution. He 
was one of God’s ten-talented men, raised 
up to be a great champion in one of the 
great crises - hours, which threatened 
Christian civilization. 

Now in just what way was the faith 
of Christianity saved in this crisis? We 
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might answer by calling attention to Eng- 
land and Protestantism; to England and 
moral law; to England and her people. 
But in a particular war, not only did 
Alfred save this wonderful little island 
from barbarism—the Danes had rejected 
Christianity—but in all this noble young 
king did, there was an intense religious 
fervour. The biggest motive that fired 
the heart of Alfred was his zeal for 
Christ and righteousness. With all his 
triumphs went the triumphs of the 
Church. 


Not as with Constantine five hundred 
years before; for Alfred was truly a 
devout man, a God-sent man, and his 
wars were in defense of the Cross. He 
had nothing in him, however, of a wild 
Crusader’s fanaticism; what he had was 
a sublime faith in the Saviour of men. 





Alfred died at the early age of fifty-two, 
worn out by a long, lingering bodily af- 
fliction. But it is not in the length of 
time we live, but the way we spend it, 
that achievement must be reckoned. And 
under this appraisal Alfred the Great 
must be adjudged as one of the greatest 
among the sons of men. 


Whatever Europe and England have 
meant to the propagation of the Gospel, 
must form part of the tribute of holy 
memory and honour that must be given to 
the names of Charles Martel and Alfred 
the Great, two of the greatest warriors 


of a thousand years. We shudder at the 
thought of what might have happened to 
the world had not these two men ap- 
peared, to meet two great crises, in the 
history of the race. 
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EW ENGLANDERS will be interest- 

ed in a new book—a secular novel, 
woven from the fabric of early history 
in the State of Maine, centering primar- 
ily around the territory that later be- 
came Old Orchard. 


“My hair is gray; body bent, and with 
trembling hands must I continue’ my al- 
lotted work on earth, and tell the hap- 
penings of the past when Old Orchard 
was in its infancy,” says the hero of 
the story. 


Sagamore is the Indian name given a 
white boy born at Old Orchard in the 
“Province of Mayne” during thé early 
part of the seventeenth century. The 
story of his life comprises this vigorous 
historical novel. 


Growing up among the Sakoki Indian 
tribe, Sagamore was adopted as a blood 
brother, and expected to marry a prin- 
cess of the tribe. Because of superior 
intelligence and natural ability he became 
Chief of the tribe. 


The story unfolds episode after episode 
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based upon conditions encountered by the 
white man in the new world. The In- 
dians, naturally friendly, became bitter 
foes as they found both the English 
and French constantly deceiving and be- 
traying them. French ruffians, under 
the influence of rum, tried to drown the 
wife of a chieftain and her papoose. It 
resulted in the death of the child and 
an uprising among the Indians. 


The Author provides frequent touches 
of humor to relieve the somberness of 
the tale. Particularly witty is the Saga- 
more’s escape from becoming a squaw- 
man. It is also to be noted that all the 
difficulties between the white people and 
the Indians were augmented by liquor. 


This book is especially timely because 
it creates a reverence for things histori- 
cal and will engender in every Reader a 
deeper love for the Nation built upon 
the suffering, sacrifice and blood of those 
who “more than self their country 
loved.” 


—Turn To Page 22. 
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ANY do not realize to what extent 

events at beautiful Old Orchard. 
during the early days of American his- 
tory, influenced the political, cultural and 
religious life of the Nation as a whole. 


For instance ... 70 years ago, a Camp- 
meeting Association was formed there, 
the righteous radiations. of which have 
been felt throughout New England. It 
is a fact, attested by the religious his- 
tory of the United States, that Chris- 
tian organizations, Church denominations, 
along the Atlantic coast, were caught in 
the web of scholastic unbelief, scepticism 
and infidelity. 


Through this melee of events, with 
multitudes being robbed of their faith 
in the supernatural verities of historical 
and evangelical Christianity, the Old Or- 
chard Campmeeting Association has stood 
like a citadel—a fortress, against the in- 
vasien of false Liberalism. Mighty mis- 
sionaries, pulpit statesmen and other 
Christian leaders have gone there year 
after year, attracting throngs of people 
by the faithful presentation of the Gos- 
pel message. 


Rev. S. M. Thompson is President of 
the Campmeeting Association at the 
present time. With him, a board of di- 
rectors arranges annual summer pro- 
prams, presides over the grounds and 
looks after the general welfare of the 
assembly. 


The Old Orchard Campmeeting has 
behind it an illustrious past, and stands 
today like a lighthouse for the promul- 
gation of Christian truth. Through the 
years its slogan has been “FOR UNITED 
CHRISTIAN ADVANCE.” 


While the book, “The Sagamore of Old 
Orchard,” does not deal with the activi- 
ties of the Campmeeting grounds, yet it 
gives to the Reader much information 
about a famous community that has 
wielded a far-reaching influence upon the 
life of America—particularly New Eng- 
land. 





The Late Merton S. Rice 





: iia Methodist denomination recently 

lost one of its most outstanding pul- 
piteers—Dr. Mert Rice. Recognition of 
his public service was given before the 
United States Congress, March 23, 1943, 
as indicated by the following excerpts 
from the Congressional Record: 


Mr. RAMEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan- 
imous consent to address the House for 
1 minute. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle- 
man from Ohio. 


There was no objection. 


Mr. RAMEY. Mr. Speaker, our atten- 
tion has just been called to the passing 
of that great spiritual leader, Dr. Mer- 
ton S. Rice. I heard Dr. Merton S. 
Rice not long ago make this utterance. 


“That life is the greatest which costs 
the world the least and gives to the 
world the most in return.” 


When our younger son went into the 
service about a year ago, he said to me, 
“Dad, don’t worry about me. I give ev- 
erything I have to Uncle Sam, and he 
takes the responsibility.” 


In these confusing days I am con- 
strained to say, being inspired with both 
of these thoughts, that if we forget our- 
selves and place radical reliance on God 
Almighty and forget ourselves in our 
duty to the world and our country, stand- 
ing always by principle, we will not need 
to be disturbed, because then God Al- 
mighty and the sovereignty of principle 
will assume the responsibility. 


Mr. LAMBERTSON. Mr. Speaker, 1 
ask unanimous consent to proceed for 1 


minute. 








ORDER 





; When you read this Defender, you will see articles that 
should be placed at the disposal of your friends. Why 
f not order a bundle for distribution at Church, Sunday 
School, Clubs, or among relatives and neighbors. Price 
. - - 20 copies $1.00. Order from ... The Defender, Wich- 
ita, Kansas. ‘ 








The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection? 


There was no objection. 


Mr. LAMBERTSON. Mr. Speaker, I 
thrilled at,hearing the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Ramey) speak on the life of 
Dr. Merton S. Rice. I heard Dr. Rice 
and knew him in his first pastorate. 
Bishop William A. Quayle was his hero. 
Rice was a football player on the cham- 
pion Baker University team in the West 
in the early nineties. When I was in the 
academy at Ottawa, Kans., a few years 
later I walked 2 miles to hear him preach 
in North Ottawa, where he had about 100 
in his congregation, although I was a 
Baptist and he a Methodist. 


I recall the words of Ella Wheeler 
Wilcox: 


“Thought is a magnet; and the longed- 
for pleasure or boon, or aim, or object. 
is the steel; and its attainment hangs 
but on the measure of what thy soul can 
feel.” 


He was the magnet, and what he ac- 
complished was the steel, “what his soui 
can feel” or did feel made the difference 
between his humble start and his glori- 
ous end. He remains an inspiration to 
thousands. Forty-five years ago we 
called him “Mert,” and we loved him. 
His living and acting make the idea of 
immortality easy. 





A Minnesota Pastor writes: “The last 
thing I do every Sunday morning before 
teaching my Bible Class is read the De- 
fender Sunday School comments for the 
day. It always tunes me up!” 








“THE SAGAMORE OF OLD 
ORCHARD” 
By A. E. Auger 
A novel depicting early New 
England life. An arresting 
story that reaches back into 
the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries. 


PRICE $2.50 


DEFENDER PUBLISHERS 
Wichita, Kansas 
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Sincerity Of Speech 





= words are the symbols of what 

we are. We do not actually see 
one another. We are invisible person- 
alities living in houses of flesh. We 
communicate with one another by the 
use of symbols which we have agreed 
to accept as indicative of our inmost 
thought. If we do not wish to destroy 
the faith of men in the value of these 
symbols and thereby undermine the 
whole structure of human relationships, 
we must be strictly honest in our speech. 
No wonder in Matthew 5:37, Jesus at- 
taches so much importance to every 
idle word that a man may speak. 








PRAYER TURRET 


Should any be going through 
hard places, and will write me, 
I will pray for you until de- 
liverance comes. 

ANNA BOYER 
P. O. Box 512 Canoga Park, Calif. 














Defender 
The Battle Hymn Of The Republic 


6¢ FOHN BROWN’S BODY” was the 

popular song in the North in 1861, 
and Mrs. Julia Ward Howe wrote her 
stirring words to the same air. While 
watching a review of Union troops near 
Washington and listening to the sol- 
diers sing the “John Brown” song, a 
friend suggested that she should write 
some words worthy of the tune. 





That same night Mrs. Howe awoke to 
find the words of “The Battle Hymn of 
the Republic” forming in her mind. She 
began writing at once so she would not 
forget them. They were published in 
the “Atlantic Monthly,” and soon all the 
North was singing them. The first time 
Abraham Lincoln heard the new song, 
he cried out, with tears in his eyes, 
“Sing it again.” 


Mine eyes have seen the glory of the 
coming of the Lord: 
He is trampling out the vintage where 
the grapes of wrath are stored; 
He hath loosed the fateful lightning of 
his terrible swift sword: 
His truth is marching on. 
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I have seen him in the watch-fire of a 
hundred circling camps; 
They have builded him an altar in the 
evening dews and damps; 
I can read his righteous sentence by the 
dim and flaring lamps; 
His day is marching on. 


I have read a fiery gospel, writ in burn- 
ished rows of steel: 
“As ye deal with my contemners, so 
with you my grace shall deal; 
Let the Hero, born of woman, crush the 
serpent with his heel, 
Since God is marching on.” 


He has sounded forth the trumpet that 
shall never call retreat: 
He is sifting out the hearts of men be- 
fore his judgment-seat: 
O, be swift, my soul, to answer him! be 
jubilant, my feet! 
Our God is marching on. 


In the beauty of the lilies Christ was 
born across the sea, 
With a glory in his bosom that trans- 
figures you and me; 
As he died to make men holy, let us die 
to make men free, 
While God is marching on. 








... From Page 2... 


I said to those boys, “It’s a wonderful thing, 





in Christ, we know that you will also share the 
fruits of victory in the service of Uncle Sam. 


As a Church, we:are standing with you. While 
we are buying victory bonds to the best of our 
ability and otherwise making sacrifices these days, 
we know, however, that our efforts do not equal 
those which you are putting forth. But we are 
all trying conscientiously to do our bit. 


~ A few days ago, I was invited to preach before 
a large gathering of soldier boys, at McDill Field, 
in Florida. I preached from the book of Jonah. 


During the sermon, I said to those precious boys 
something that I would now like to say to you: 


“In the first chapter of Jonah, we find a man 
running away from God. In the second chapter, we 
find a man running to God. In the third chapter 
we find a man running with God. And in the 
fourth chapter, we find a man running ahead of 
God. Running away from God or running alead 
of God are on the same equal. They are danger- 
ous. In this time of crisis, each and everyone of 


us ought to humble ourselves and run to God. And 
with a broken, contrite heart, renew the vows we 
have made unto the Lord.” 


and a great honor to be wearing the uniform of our 
Country and fighting to uphold the American flag 
and everything for which it stands. If there is a 
greater honor, I believe it is when that man, like 
Jonah, not only becomes a soldier of the Country, 
but becomes a soldier of the Cross and walks with 
God. The man who walks with God and is a soldier 
of the Cross, can then become a soldier of his Coun- 
try without fear, knowing that no matter what 
happens, he has an eternal home awaiting him with 
Jesus Christ. As you face the enemy, there will 
be a peace in your heart because you have peace 
with God.” 


Again, my dear friend, let me say that your 
Pastor is standing with you. Although separated 
many miles, blessed be the Name of the Lord, there 
is no separation in the body of Christ. The Holy 
Spirit is omnipresent. He is everywhere. He is not 
limited by time, space, distance, or geography. So, 
while you are temporarily away from us, yet we 
are firmly united in bonds of love, unity of spirit 
and the body of Christ. 


With Christian love, 


Harvey H. Springer, 
Your Pastor. 
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A Message By Paul Revere 





EV. PAUL REVERE, Defender Mis- 

sionary Leader in Liberia, delivered 
the principal message at the laying of 
the corner-stone, when the erection of 
the new Church in Krutown was started. 
After tracing the rise of evangelism dur- 
ing the early period of his Country, he 
showed how present soul-winning labors 
fulfill the dream of missionaries who 
helped pioneer the outer fringes of the 
territory with the Gospel. He said: 


“In obedience to the divine command 
‘Go, teach and baptize,’ Miss Mary Sharp 
came to Liberia in the year 1876 under 
the auspices of the Board of Foreign 
Missions of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. First teaching in the school at 
Monrovia, she was later transferred to 
work exclusively among native women. 


“Finding that heathen customs pre- 
vented hope of success, she was advised 
by the Society to return home. Her 
reply was: ‘My marching orders do not 
include the command to retreat, I shall 
remain.’ Her steps were turned toward 
Krutown, a seemingly impossible task 
facing her in this strongly entrenched 
camp of heathenism. Church and Gov- 
ernment officials did their best to dis- 
courage her, arguing that she would only 
waste her time and talent, and perhaps 
lose her life. 


“It was the common opinion that the 
members of our Kru tribe could not be 
civilized, to say nothing of Christianized. 
The prospect was dark, but the worker 
had faith. She knew that ‘Faith is the 
substance of things not seen.’ Faith is 
the living power from heaven that 
grasps the promises God has given. 
Faith, the lack of which brings failure 
to our undertakings. 


“Words are inadequate to tell of the 
trials and sufferings endured by Miss 
Sharp in establishing an independent 
work among our people. Only eternity 
will recount the story of wonderful love 
and quiet perseverance through which 





she brought Christ to Krutown. I am 
only one of many who came under the 
benign influence of this Godly woman. 


“With the exception of two short trips 
home for rest, she stayed by the work 
until her death. Today the soul of this 
saint rests in her heavenly mansion, but 
the seed she sowed unto eternal life is 
springing up here and yielding fruit, 
thirty, sixty and a hundred fold. 

“This background made possible the 


bringing of the Gospel through God’s 
divine channel of The Defenders of the 





Christian Faith. Krutown is no longer 
a stronghold of demon worship. Six 
churches are shining lights for Christ, 
while far down the coast and into the in- 
terior of Liberia, many little candles are 
sending a gleam into darkened hearts. 


“We are assembled today to lay the 
cornerstone for this building which is an- 
other lighthouse of the Gospel. It will 
do its part in the salvation of Liberian 
souls; educating the heads, hearts and 
hands of our youth. If only Miss Sharp 
could today see this sight! The torch, 
having fallen from her hands, was picked 
up by others. ‘She being dead, yet 
speaketh.’ 


“Other faithful men and women have 


—Turn To Page 25. 


























The photograph reproduced shows Rev. and Mrs. Arthur Pain with their two 
lovely children, a family group whose lives are being devoted to missionary work 


in Cuba. 


Mr. Pain has for several years, directed daily radio Gospel broadcasts from 
Havana, in two languages — Spanish and English. This radio ministry is featured 


as the “International Church of the Air.” 


It is reliably reported that his evangelis- 


tic talks are often heard in as many as thirty different countries during a single 
broadcast. Although the radio ministry is of utmost importance, it is only one of 


the several branches of work conducted by Mr. 
Other phases include — the 
Havana Gospel Mission, Bible Institute, Island- 
wide Colportage labors, Interior Evangelism, etc. 
“We preach Jesus Christ Virgin Born, Crucified, 
Risen, Ascended, Coming Again.” says Mr. Pain. 


Pain’s organization. 
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... From Page 24... 





followed the path first trodden by this 
good woman. Many are those who in 
childhood days had their future shaped 
by this faithful missionary of the Cross, 
whom the Krus affectionately called 
‘Schoku Mammy.’ 


“T entertain the sincere desire that the 
fathers and mothers of the tribes of 
Liberia may catch the true vision of 
what Christ means to human lives, and 
allow their children the privilege of be- 
coming Christians. The saying that no 
people can rise above the level of its 
motherhood is as true as Scripture. If 
we hope to succeed as a people, our 
womanhood must be lifted. This means 
that girls as well as boys must be taught 
the right ways of life. 


“Liberia needs men and women who 
have prepared for successful living, to 
lift her to her rightful place. The re- 
sponsibility for this rests largely upon 





our youth. They are the life blood of 
the nation, the pillars of the State. The 
future of our Country is wrapped up in 
them. As these unfold, characters re- 
splendent with jewels of virtue will be 
held up for the admiration and emulation 
of future generations. Those who refuse 
the upward path will be dwarfed and 
blighted, rejected of God and man, for 
having turned off the good road, at the 
signpost marking the the path to ruin. 


“When the curtains of ignorance and 
superstition shall have been rolled back, 
and all the indigenous tribes of Liberia 
have accepted the\Gospel message and 
then absorbed into the body politic of 
this Republic; when the scattered sons of 
Africa now living in other lands, shall be 
gathered upon this Continent, with the 
canopy of heaven overhead and the Lone 
Star, the emblem of Negro Justice, 
Negro Equality setting forth the motto 
‘One God, One Aim, One Destiny,’ then 
shall be fulfilled the prophecy—‘Ethiopia 
shall stretch forth her hands unto God.’ ” 








Spanish Missionary Notes 





- oem following article is composed of 
excerpts from reports covering a 30- 
day period, sent by Dr. J. F. Rodriguez, 
Superintendent of the Defenders’ Mis- 
sionary Ministry in the West Indies: 


Next Friday, native Christian workers 
will gather at Isla Verde for a special 
all-day meeting of prayer and Bible 
study. There will be discussions of soul- 
winning and doctrinal topics. A glorious 
revival meeting began there last Sunday. 


The Rio Piedras revival will start next 
Sunday, with Christians present from 
far and near. Prayer is ascending that 
many more shall find Christ dear to 
their souls. Today, we are working on 
our Gospel broadcast scheduled for next 
Sunday. 





I am enclosing a circular bearing the 
picture of Rev. Jose R. Ubarri, whom you 
will remember as a faithful Preacher and 
efficient interpreter on your last mis- 
sionary visit to our Island. This an- 
nouncement is in Spanish but I know you 
will be able to read it. Brother Ubarri 
is looking after heavy and excellent evan- 
gelistic work these days. His soul is 
on fire for God. He has heard the words 
of his Lord, “I will make you fishers of 
men.” 


The Chapel Car continues its mission, 
going from place to place, resembling a 
moving Church building, on the highways 
of Puerto Rico. We have been unable 
to get tires but the old ones refuse to 
wear out—for which we are thankful. 
Preachers, tract distributors and Gospel 





tities . 
Kansas. 


“Children’s Nook?’ 
BY MRS. HARVEY H. SPRINGER. A book for small Children. 
stories beautifully told. Illustrated Messages that fire the mind and 
imagination of the youngster along right lines. 
Pastors and Parents of all dénominations, are ordering this book in quan- 
. . Price 25 cents or 5 copies $1.00 . . . Defender Publishers, Wichita, 


Bible | 


Sunday School Teachers, 











Your prayers, tithes and offer- 
ings make the Missionary work 
possible on the three fields — 
Puerto Rico, Cuba, and Liberia, 
West Africa. Pray daily for the 
workers in these needy areas. 
Letters may be addressed to... 
Missionary Department, Defend- 
ers Headquarters, Wichita, Kan- 
sas. 











musicians use the Chapel car regularly, 
for carrying the message of redeeming 
love to those who live in spiritual dark- 
ness. 


Last Sunday I preached in Guayama. 
The work there is satisfactory. The Lord 
Jesus Christ has many loyal followers 
in that place. 


On Monday of this week we held an 
open-air mass meeting at Caguas. The 
Chapel Car and public address system 
made possible a successful service where 
a great throng heard the Gospel. 


I am enclosing a letter from Dr. Sam 
Swain showing that he is not overlooking 
Puerto Rico in the loving ministry of dis- 
tributing Victory Testaments. These 
books are a great help to missionary la- 
bors because of the large number of 
soldiers stationed here. 


Brother Ubarri’s meeting closed last 
night. It will bring joy to your heart tu 
know that 31 persons decided for the 
Lord—during the week. The entire local 
assembly was refreshed in spirit by his 
preaching. Next Friday we begin a cam- 
paign in San Juan. 








Ministerial Credentials 


Ministers who desire affiliation 
with a Fundamental Full Gospel 
movement, and have a God-given 
call to the Gospel Ministry, and 
whose lives measure up to the 
standards as set out in the Scrip- 
tures, are invited to write us for 
application blank. This is a day 
and hour when you should be let- 
ting your light shine, and at the 
same time have the protection of 
a duly authorized movement. For 
particulars write . . . GENERAL 
SECRETARY-TREASURER, THE 
FEDERATED FULL GOSPEL 
ASSEMBLIES OF U.S.A., Ince., 
4247 S. W. Corbett Ave., Portland, 
Oregon. 
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Tooling Up For Armageddon 


Rev. A. J. Turvey . . . Capac, Michigan 





WAS AMAZED some time ago when 

I picked up a Detroit daily newspaper 
and noticed in a full-page advertisement 
by “The Chicago Sun” the glaring head- 
lines, “Tooling Up For Armageddon.” 


The first thought that came to my 
mind was this: “Is the newspaper world 
and the public at large beginning to 
realize that this war may lead to Arma- 
geddon?” Then as J read down the page 
I found these words: 


“Pete Mestrovich out in Hamtramck 
wakes up these cold mornings, rubs his 
eyes, and remembers ... The layoff. 
Pete drops off to sleep again, waiting. 


“Many of the mile-long plants are 
dark behind closed gates, and the sky 
over Wayne county looks like Sunday. 
Detroit is a hushed and solemn city, 
waiting. 


“All across the world, in Holland, Bel- 
gium, France, the Balkans, on the Si- 
berian steppes, the winding stretches of 
the Burma Road, the vast Libyan 
deserts, the steaming settlements along 
the equator, the outposts up in the artic 
circle—millions of people, brown, yellow, 
and white ... are waiting. 


“Oldtimers tell you that the layoff al- 
ways used to come in January when the 
plants took inventory, got set for the 
new models. 


“But this year the new models will not 
be automobiles. This year Detroit is 
tooling up for Armageddon.” 


I have never read anything like the 
above, in any newspaper. It seems to 
me that if the secular world is beginning 
to think that the war now in progress is 
leading toward Armageddon, it is time 
that followers of the Lord Jesus Christ 


COFIELD BIBLES 


Mottoes, Greeting Cards, Tracts 
and Other Active Items 


* Sell quickly — with profit. You can earn extra 
money as our representative. Write TODAY for 
full particulars. Be that Christian Man or 
Woman in your community to seize this oppor- 
tunity. Best season just ahead. Get started 
NOW! Address... : 


CICERO BIBLE COLPORTAGE 
2229 52nd Ave., Dept. D, Cicero, Illinois 

















get busy winning souls instead of “play- 
ing church,” because the night soon 
cometh. 


I doubt if automobiles will ever be 
made again. I base this idea on the 
prophetic word. The prophet Daniel 
said, “There shall be a time of trouble, 
such as never was since there was a na- 
tion even to that same time.” You will 
have to agree with the Word of God! 
The war, raging throughout the world, 
makes us to wonder if that very time of 
trouble is now at hand. This is the hour 
te make certain of our victory in Christ 
and thus be prepared to flee from the 
wrath to come. Only those with oil in 
their lamps may expect to escape—and 
that, through the Rapture of the saints. 


War, death, famine, earthquakes, di- 
vorce, moral collapse, apostasy, crime, 
murder, nation against nation, kingdom 
against kingdom, will be the order of 
the day, to the very end of the age. 


There is no doubt in my mind but that 
the Battle of Armageddon will be fought 
in the near future. We have a sure word 
of prophecy. Armageddon is coming, 
the Antichrist is coming, the Riders on 
the four Horses of the Apocalypse are 
soon to ride — and what a ride it will be, 
as they come forth clothed with the 
wrath of God. Yes, the seals will soon 
be broken, and what a day it will be for 
the ungodly and the Christ hater. 


Armageddon will be the most cruel, 
the bloodiest, the most colossal battle 
ever to be fought, where killing! will be 
reduced to a science. It is not the last 
battle as many think, but it will be the 
bloodiest. The last battle will be that of 
Gog and Magog, but in that battle, the 
enemies of Jesus Christ will not have 
opportunity to fire a shot. “They com- 
passed the saints about, and fire came 


down from heaven” and they were cre-, 


mated on the spot. (Revelation 20:9.) 


Yes, by all that is written in the Holy 
Word of God, the battle of Armageddon 
will be fought! Think what would hap- 
pen, if it came upon us in the next few 
hours, days, or weeks— blood to the 
horse bridles, an army numbering 200- 
million strong, air machines symbolized 
as locusts, waters turning to blood, the 
sun scorching men with great heat, 





COMFORT TALKS 


—to discern the treasures of God 
for those with a private grief, or 
surrounded by confusing circum- 
stances. Such are these comfort 
messages: “The Victory Road,” “A 
Call to Prayer,” “Sweet Consola- 
tion in Sorrow’s Dark Hour,” “De- 
liverance and Rest Are For You.” 
Mailed free for postage. 

Will you. by your prayers and gifts to thi« 


ministry of faith, help us to help “others?” 
Address publisher 


REV. CHARLES H. C. JACKSON 
5646 — 42nd Ave. S. W., Seattle, Wash. 








humans biting their tongues for pain, 
waters turning to wormwood. God’s 
Word is true. The book of Revelation 
does not leave us in ignorance. Bible 
Prophecy never fails. 


Saints of God smile knowingly when 
they hear radio commentators, press 
men, news analysts and others speak 
about the battle of Armageddon, and give 
their own conclusions on the present: 
world war and the final outcome. 


The full-page newspaper advertise- 
ment referred to above, closes with 
these words: 


“Out of the travail of this new trade, 
the industry will find within itself new 
resources, unsuspected abilities, new 
skills and talents that will advance the 
ears of tomorrow far beyond all previous 
standards. We look forward in pride 
and confidence to the future, to the new 
cars we shall some day be privileged 
to publicize and advertise, to own and 
drive again.” 


They may be right in the beginning, 
when they say Detroit is tooling up for 
Armageddon, but to theorize about the 
future and dream of better days, driving 
new cars and such like, is a matter to 
be questioned. The future for the man 
and woman outside of Christ is as black 
as night. Our future is with God, and 
those who have been bought with the pre- 
cious blood of Jesus Christ, born again 
believers, awaiting the great day of the 
blessed hope of the appearing of the Son 
of God. Jesus is coming soon! “When 
Christ who is our life, shall appear, then 
shall ye also appear with him in glory.” 








“CHAPEL” is the title of a snappy red, 
white and blue publication edited by Evan- 
gelist Billy Opie for “distribution among 
United States Service men.” Sample copy 
free. Address . . . 1995 Lemon Ave., Long 
Beach, California. 
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_ THE COMING TRIBULATION. By 
Dr. Cecil J. Lowry. Zondervan Publish- 
ing House. Pages 114. Price 50 cents. 











D* LOWRY, Principal of Southwest- 

ern Bible Institute, is a Bible teacher 
of recognized attainments. His special 
field is the teaching of Prophecy. He 
believes the Bible to be supernaturally 
inspired and its prophetical statements 
trustworthy. This combination of faith 
and scholarship gives’ vitality to his re- 
search, as he compares current events 
with Scriptural blueprints. 


In this book, he takes for his premise 
the words of Jesus: “As it was in the 
days of Noah, so shall it be in the days 
of the Son of man,” and proceeds to 
draw the parallels between conditions 
during the antedeluvian period and those 
existing today. 


He calls upon ancient records of vari- 
ous lands ... he goes into geology, 
archaeology and paleontology to prove 
that the Deluge actually took place. He 
concurs with the findings of science as 
to convulsions in nature, but adds: “I 
do not deny that upheavals occurred at 
that time which helped to inundate the 
earth, but I insist that the whole affair 
was definitely ordered by God Almighty 
—an act of judgment.” 


Dr. Lowry pictures the putrifying con- 
dition of the human race, as it sank 
deeper and deeper into sin after the 
tragedy of Eden. By the time the tenth 
generation from Adam appeared, apos- 
tasy, blasphemy, godlessness, drunken- 
hess, immorality, pleasure seeking, 
adultery, theft, violence and murder pre- 
vailed. No tongue can tell the story of 
that unthinkable, horrible, revolting, 
God-dishonoring age. 


This catalog of wickedness has a fa- 
miliar ring to modern ears. “As it was 
in the days of Noah, so shall it be,” 
seems to be finding its fulfillment. The 
Author does not mince words in ascrib- 
ing the reason for the rapid decrease of 
righteousness during our day and gen- 
eration. 





He says: “These Christ-haters are 
shrewd psychologists. They have fully 
grasped the power of a ‘thought’ or an 
‘idea.’ 
thing in the world. The vampires 
understand this, as well as the fact 
stated by Bismarck, ‘What you wish in 
the life of a nation, first put in the 
schools of that nation.’ The age-old pro- 
gram has been to discredit Christianity 
and the Bible. They resurrected the 
theory of Evolution, dressed it in robes 
of sciefice and offered it to the world in 
place of God’s Word.” 


With rapid strides, Dr. Lowry moves 
through the darkness of this hour to the 
predicted climax of the age—a period of 
horror described by Jesus Christ as “the 
great Tribulation.” As surely as the 
clock ticks off seconds, minutes and 
hours, he believes our civilization is 
sweeping toward a system of “World 
Government” to be directed by a demon- 
energized personage called the “Anti- 
christ.” 


The closing chapter, a stirring appeal, 
offers “Jesus Christ, Man’s Only Hope.” 
With straight-forward _ evangelistic 
marksmanship, the book concludes: “Sin- 
ner friends, God’s wrath shall soon be 
poured out upon this world without 
measure. Remember the reprobate in 
Noah’s day. They perished without 
hope. Repent, lest ye likewise perish!” 





WHEN THE VULTURES EAT THE 
DICTATORS. By Rev. W. Norman 
Greenway. Zondervan Publishing 
House. Pages 112. Price 50 cents. 











HE “global” war, in which the human 

family is now engaged, has not taken 
students of prophetical Scripture un- 
awares, Fundamental Biblical scholar- 
ship has for years anticipated the pres- 
ent international outline of events. 
While some ‘errors and miscalculations 
as to details have occurred, the over-all 
picture remains unchanged. Even though 
the present line-up of the nations 
may seem out of harmony with Scrip- 
ture, the ultimate alignment is unmis- 
takably clear. 


An idea is the most powerful | 


take a prey.” 


Mr. Greenway, Canadian Evangelist 
and Bible Teacher, wrote this book more 
than a year ago, deducing reasons why 
the nations are now at war. He says the 
conflict today, pointing toward the final 
Armageddon, is in reality a duel between 
the white forces of Christ and the black 
forces of Antichrist. 


Nearly one half of this book is de- 
voted to prophetic trends among the na- 
tions, a portrayal of conditions which 
will lead to the great battle described 
in Ezekiel 38 and 39. The inevitable 
end of this conflict will be the gathering 
of the beasts and buzzards to feast upon 
the flesh of five-sixths of the vast 
armies assembled to “take a spoil and to 
Divine inspiration speaks 
to the vultures: “Ye shall eat the flesh 
of the mighty, and drink the blood of the 
princes of the earth.” 


Dr. P. W. Philpott says: “I have 
known W. Norman Greenway for twenty 
years. I would recommend his book, 
‘When the Vultures Eat the Dictators,’ 
to all truth seekers for I believe the 
reading and study of it, will create a 
deeper interest in the revelation of God 
concerning the things that are coming 
to pass. Mr. Greenway has given care- 
ful study to these things and I am sure 
all Christians will profit in meditating 
upon them.” 


NOTES ON THE REVELATION. By 
Laura T. Halsey. Published by the 
Author. Pages 111. Price 75 cents. 














5 ore splendid prophetic book deserves 
further mention in The Defender. It 
is a verse by verse exposition of the 
Book of Revelation. Miss Halsey gives 
a terse presentation of the 22 Apocalytic 
chapters, which may be used as a text 
for Class purposes, as well as private 
study. 


In the Introduction, 20 points of com- 
parison between Genesis and Revelation 
are explained. She says: “Satan is most 
antagonistic to Genesis, the Book of Be- 
ginnings, and Revelation, the Book of 


—Turn To Page 28. 
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... From Page 27... 





Endings. He hates Genesis for he would 
obliterate God. He hates Revelation be- 
cause he does not want people to know 
what is to be his destiny. But God is 
merciful to give us a clear outline of the 
future.” 


Particularly apt is the interpretation 
of the Letters to the Seven Churches 
and their parallelism with the seven 
Parables of the Kingdom of Matthew 18. 
The same is true of her presentation of 
the Suncrowned Woman of the twelfth 
chapter. 





PIONEERING FOR CHRIST IN 
XINGU JUNGLES. By Martha L. Moen- 
nich. Zondervan Publishing House. 
Pages 196. Price $1.50. 








INCE 1923, the Author has traveled in 

many countries, helping lay the 
groundwork for missionary work in 
pioneer areas. Much of this time has 
been spent in China, Mexico, Central and 
South America. She says: “My field is 
the world and the nations my parish, and 
‘the Lord is the strength of my life.’” 


In 1987 Miss Moennich, with Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas Young and Mr. Emil Hal- 
vorson, journeyed to the headwaters of 
the Rio Xingu, in Brazil. By canoe and 
pack train they penetrated into dense 
jungles where no missionary had ever 
gone before. This district became known 
to the outside world through the mys- 
terious disappearance of the Fawcett ex- 
pedition in 1925. A number of parties 
have been organized to search for 
Colonel Fawcett, but without success. 


The missionaries were not only suc- 
cessful in establishing friendly relation- 
ships with the natives, but also discov- 
ered what had been the fate of the Faw- 
cett party. Their travels took them be- 
yond the rim of civilization “where roads 
turn into trails and trails dwindle into 
trackless wilds.” 








Announcement 


Young man... Full Gos- 
pel Ordained Minister, is 
seeking a Pastorate. Will 





be glad to hear from any 
interested group ... Rev. 
Ralph Peters, 807 North 
Perry ... Peoria, Illinois. 











The Author has the happy faculty of 
minimizing hardships, terrors and dis- 
comforts, making difficult travels seem 
like a pleasant outing. Indian customs 
are described, and the Reader is im- 
pressed with their naivete and childlike- 
ness. Strangers coming without weapons 
were welcomed and well treated, their 
fearlessness being a cause for admira- 
tion on the part of jungle folk. 


During the trip, a spot was selected 
where later a mission station was .es- 
tablished. Mr. Young’s last words to 
Miss Moennich, as she left to return to 
civilization were, “Dona Martha, I love 
the Indians so much I’d be willing to die 
for them.” And she adds that she her- 
self would rather have stayed with them 
than return to the homeland. 


Miss Moennich says: “The sun of God’s 
dawn had surely risen at last in the 
Xingu, dispelling the age-long night in 
that forgotten land. The missionary 
feeds them with precept and example, 
personal love and sacrifice. The Chris- 
tian Brotherhood behind the mission- 
aries also has a part in feeding that uni- 
versal hunger for the Salvation of our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.” 





THIS FREEDOM—WHENCE? By Dr. 
J. Wesley Bready. American Tract 
Society. Pages 365. Price $1.50. 











ISTORIANS have a tendency to re-: 

cord events in a cold-matter-of-fact 
way, without proper recognition of the 
moral and spiritual forces that motivate 
progress. They frequently deal with the 
fruits of the tree, rather than the roots. 
Dr. Bready does not make this mistake. 
On the contrary, he shows material 
changes to result from the release otf 
moral and spiritual energies. 


With rare literary skill and grasp 
upon facts, this treatise offers an analy- 
sis of the period of Anglo-Saxon ascen- 
dancy. It presents a record of the most 
amazing Spiritual Awakening the Eng- 
lish-speaking world has ever known. The 
sweep of this Revival is traced with his- 
torical perspective and circumstantial 
detail, down to the hour in which we live. 
The presentation includes a study of 
leading personalities through whom the 
the creative forces were released—As- 
bury, Nettleton, Moody, Finney, Ed- 
wards, Whitefield, Clark, Chapman, Tor- 
rey, Booth, Frances Willard and others. 


Conditions were so bad during the 
seventeenth century, that it seemed as 





though Britain’s doom was sealed. But. 
at the crucial moment, came Wesley, 
whose powerful preaching brought about 
the great Evangelical Revival which be- 
came the spiritual Magna Charta of the 
common people. Our cherished liberties, 
social values and scheme of democratic 
freedom stems from this Awakening. 


In the midst of the Wesleyan Revival, 
the prodigal Anglo-Saxon people found 
their soul, thus ushering in an age of 
freedom and social reform. This rebirth 
carried far and wide the blessings of 
liberty. Out of it sprang our Declara- 
tion of Independence, our Constitution 
and Bill of Rights, the Emancipation 
Proclamation and many labor and social 
reforms for the benefit of the people. 


This volume is divided into three parts. 
Part One... deals with “An Age of Ex- 
piring Hopes,” the conditions moral and 
social, during the Seventeenth and 
Eighteenth centuries. Blind guides in 
the Church, slave trade, kidnaping, fet- 
tered’ labor, South Sea finance, corrupt 
politics and outrageous penal codes, com- 
bined to make it an epoch of lowest de- 
pravity. 

Part Two ... bears the title “A Peo- 
ple Finds its Soul.” A prophet emerges, 
a crusade begins, Christian ethics reas- 
sert their influence, the spirit of equity 
and fellowship develops, and the English- 
speaking world catches a new vision of 
Jesus Christ. 


Part Three . . . describes an “Era of 
Epic Reforms.” Slavery abolished, the 
prison system humanized, the penal code 
reformed, industry emancipated, with 
creative social service emerging. 


The last chapter of the 18, comprising 
the book, closes with this warning: “De- 
spite all the persecution and contempt 
poured upon its early emissaries, the 
Evangelical Revival, by bringing vital, 
practical Christianity to the unchurched 
multitudes, gradually changed the entire 
scene. It became the saving salt of our 
social life. The rich heritage from this 
fructifying stream of influence is still 
with us, but no generation dare lean 
upon its heritage; it must experience and 
perpetuate the Faith that gave it life.” 


OUR MAILMAN SAID: 


“Darlene you’re getting lots of 
mail these days.” I said, ‘“‘It’s 
orders for my Daddy’s 


GLAD GOSPEL SONGS 
30c each, 4 for $1.00 
Read The Modern Dance and The 
Devil Goes Afishin’. Same prices. 
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April 11, 1943 
Peter and John Witness Christ’s Glory 
Mark 9:2-8; II Peter 1:6-18 




















OLDEN TEXT: “There came a voice 
out of the cloud saying, This is my 
beloved Son: hear ye him.” Mark 9:7. 


Nearing the end of His ministry, Jesus, 
seeking to confirm the faith of His dis- 
ciples, drew from Peter the great Con- 
fession, “Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.” He then outlined to 
them something of the hardships and 
suffering that lay ahead. He sought to 
brace them for the sorrow that would 
accompany His death, looming so near. 
Doubtless their hearts were depressed, 
that the One they knew to be the Re- 
deemer should foresee such a dismal end. 


After six days Jesus took Peter, James, 
and John apart from the others ani 
went up into a high mountain. Exhaust- 
ed by the climb, the disciples lay down 
to rest. Upon awakening, they behela 
a glory such as never before had been 
seen by mortal eye. Jesus—but such a 
Jesus! His appearance altered, face 
shining as the sun, clothing whiter than 
anything on earth ... He stood, talk- 
ing with Moses the Lawgiver and Elijah 
the Prophet. And of what did they 
speak? Luke says, “They spake of his 
decease which he should accomplish ai 
Jerusalem.” 


Indeed, Jesus came to earth for the 
purpose of dying. His death was fore- 
ordained from eternity. He was born to 
die. No wonder this subject became the 
chief topic of discussion on the Mount of 
Transfiguration. 


As the glory disappeared, impulsive 
Peter shouted: “Lord, let us make three 
tabernacles; one for thee, and one for 
Moses, and one for Elijah”—not realizing 
what he was saying, but feeling an im- 
pulse to speak. Immediately a cloud 
came over them, and the Voice of God 
was heard: “This is my beloved Son: 
hear him.” 


No longer the Law, no longer the 
Prophets, but Jesus is to be heard. 





From henceforth His word is to be the 
standard of life. What a rebuke to 
those leaders of religion who demand 
the ear of the Church, with man-made 
tenets and humanly-devised ecclesiasti- 
cism. Above the harsh voices of these 
groups comes the clear word of God 
.. . Hear ye Him! 


The years were to bring to these dis- 
ciples the fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy 
as to the suffering which lay before 
them. But never did they forget the 
day when they stood on the mountain 
top with the Lord of Glory, and caugh* 
a glimpse of an open Heaven. 


Peter, in his old age, wrote to the 
suffering Christians: “For we have noi 
followed cunningly devised fables, when 
we made known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
were eye witnesses of His majesty. For 
he received from God the Father honor 
and glory, when there came such a voice 
to him from the excellent glory, This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” ; 








April 18, 1948 
Peter and John in Gethsemane 
Matthew 26:36-46; John 18:10-12 

















OLDEN TEXT: “Watch and pray, 
that ye enter not into temptation.” 
Matthew 26:41. 


Hour after hour from the time of the 
Transfiguration, the face of Jesus was 
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set steadfastly toward Jerusalem and 
the Cross. Never a day passed, but that 
the Jews manifested increasing hatred 
for Him. When He rode into Jerusalem 
amid the plaudits of the multitude, their 
animosity reached still greater degrees 
of venomous intensity. Plans, admit- 
ting no failure, were laid for His arrest 
on trumped up charges, to be followed by 
His execution. 


After the last meal in the upper room, 
Jesus and His disciples journeyed to the 
Mount of Olives, where He was to face 
the crisis hour of Gethsemane. Peter, 
James, and John who loved Him most, 
were privileged to go into the inner gar- 
den. Yet, in weariness of mind and body, 
the confusion and bewilderment of the 
moment, and lack of understanding and 
experience, they failed Him. 


His human hunger for companionship 
is portrayed in the fact of His return 
three times, to find the three sleeping, 
unaware of the agony, sweat and blood 
—oblivious to the approaching Jewish 
mob, the betrayer’s kiss, the scourge, 
the crown of thorns, the Cross. 


It is not for us to censure these men, 
but rather to examine ourselves. Too 
often have we failed to stand by owr 
Lord, excusing ourselves _ because of 
weariness, or some other trivial thing. 
Jesus may forgive the weakness of the 
flesh, but failure leaves a scar upon the 
soul. Tradition tells us that later when 
Peter was to be crucified, he asked that 
it be with his head downward, since he 
felt unworthy to suffer as did His 
Master. 


These three men became, under the 
power of the Holy Spirit, the pillars of 
the Church. One was a type of VISION, 
being privileged to look into the very 
gates of the Holy City; one the type of 
ACTION, and to him were given the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven; the other 
the type of HEROISM, representing 
those who were to seal their testimony 
with blood. Though the flesh be weak, 
when the spirit is willing, the Lord can 
use it to His glory. 


—Turn To Page 30. 
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April 25, 1943 
The Risen Lord 
Tohn 20:1-27 

















OLDEN TEXT: “He is risen.” Mark 


16:6. 


“Now when the sabbath was ended.” 
This is more than a mere chronicle of 
passing days. Not only was the sabbath 
past ... an old order was gone, and a 
new one started. God no longer would 
speak to the world through the prophets 
and by types and symbols, but hence- 
forth His Son should be heard. “All au- 
thority hath been given unto me in heaven 
and on earth.” 


1. “While it was yet dark.” How dark 
was the sky as the women left theic 
homes early on the morning, of the first 
day of the week! Gloomier still, were 
the hearts of those who had loved and 
followed Jesus. He was in the tomb, 
and they said, “We trusted it had been 
he which should have redeemed Israel.” 
The women bore spices to embalm the 
body, for their faith did not suggest that 
He might be alive. 


2. “Joy cometh in the morning.” They 
reached the tomb just as the first grey 
streaks of dawn were seen in the eastern 
sky. With consternation they found it 
open and empty. We can understand 
Mary’s cry: “They have taken away my 
Lord, and I know not where they have 
laid him.” But when grief had reached 
the most painful depths, she turned and 
“beholdeth Jesus.” Happy indeed, is the 
heart that can peer from the pit of sor- 
row and suffering, into the face of the 
Saviour, and find comfort. 
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William Jennings Bryan used to deliver 
a lecture denouncing the Modernists, in 
which he employed Mary’s words, “They 
have taken away my Lord.” He charged 
that materialistic philosophy had taken 
away the Christ of the Bible and substi- 
tuted a fictitious personage unknown to 
either history or Scripture. 


The most glorious morning ever to 
dawn upon the human race, broke through 
the clouds that enshrouded its darkest 
night. The Gospel was now complete 
. . . the death, burial and resurrection 
of Jesus had taken place. The good news 
of triumph over death could be heralded 
abroad: 


Up from the grave He arose, 
With a mighty triumph o’er His foes; 
He arose a Victor from the dark do- 


main, 
And He lives forever with His saints 
to reign. 
He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! 
Christ arose! 


3. “Why seek ye the living among the 
dead?” Why, indeed! The heavenly mes- 
sengers assure us that not in the dark 
abode of death will be found the answer 
to the human quest for happiness. Nei- 
ther can the solution be found among the 
things that belong to death and time. 
There is only One in whom the more 
abundant life is found. Let us look up, 
not down! 


4. “She runneth therefore.” These 
women immediately carried the message 
to others. “Go quickly, and they de- 
parted from the tomb with fear and 
great joy.” The news was too good to 
keep. So too, will personal appreciation 
of the Gospel quicken our feet, as we 
hasten to tell others of the Saviour. 


5. “Fear of the Jews.” Verse 19 de- 
scribes the persecution suffered by the 
struggling Christian band at the hands of 
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the Jews. Wicked, rebellious members 
of this race tried with money, to “buy 
off” those who had witnessed the miracle 
at the tomb. Failing, they sought to vent 
their hatred upon those who loved and 
followed the Master. The disciples were 
forced into hiding . . . and while locked 
behind closed doors, the comforting Christ 
appears to them in His glorified body, 
saying, “Peace be unto you.” 


6. “I was dead, and behold, I am alive 
forevermore.” The saints of all ages 
have found joy in the story of the resur- 
rection. “Because I live, ye shall live 
also,” still thrills the heart of the be- 
liever, as he peers into the valley of the 
shadow of death. He knows it is only 
a shadow, because the Lord has promised 
to bring him safely through, into life 
eternal. 








May 2, 1943 
Christ’s Charge to Peter 
John 21 




















OLDEN TEXT: “Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down 
his life for his friends.” John 15:13. 


1. “Lord, I will lay down my life for 
thy sake.” Thus Peter spoke on the night 
before the Crucifixion. No doubt he 
meant it, yet before morning he had de- 
nied the Master three times. His love. 
up to that time, was the product of emo- 
tion, and lacked stabilization of mind and 
will. Because it was mere feeling, it 
failed to stand the test. 


Yet Jesus knew that beneath this emo- 
tional love, there was sincerity, something 
deeper and greater—a love that through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, would later 
cause Peter to lead a holy life, and fi- 
nally lay it down for Him. He needed 
the lesson which Jesus was about to burn 
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into his heart. Boastfulness gone; im- 
pulsiveness dissolved; presumption and 
self-assertion disappeared, and in their 
place were meekness and grief. The tact- 
fulness of our Lord in showing Peter that 
deeper love needed to exist between them, 
filled the disciples with great soberness. 


2. “Simon, lovest thou me more than 
these?” No doubt Peter recalled his 
boast, “If all shall be offended in thee, I 
will never be offended.” Now without 
hesitation he replied, “Yea, Lord; thou 
knowest that I love thee.” 


Three times the question was asked. 
The third time Peter was grieved as he 
recalled his three previous denials. Then 
he was given a chance to make amends 
by three avowals of his love for the 
Lord. And he drew comfort from the 
thought that Jesus, knowing all things, 
understood perfectly the intents of his 


, heart. 


Love does not try to love. Love just 
loves. Love loves! Deep, eternal, undy- 
ing, spontaneous love existing between 
Peter and the Master, the next step was 
service. We love to serve those whom 
we love! 


3. “Feed my lambs.” Love carries re- 
sponsibility. It is willing to spend itself 
in service. It thinks of others. Jesus 
laid out for Peter the task that should 
henceforth be his life work. Peter’s af- 
fection could thereby be translated into 
action. 


Words may be easily spoken, but deeds 
to back them up are more difficult. Pro- 
fession of love and loyalty must be ex- 
emplified by a life in keeping with these 
ideals. Christ says to us, what He said 
in substance to Peter: “If you love me, 
feed my sheep—bring others to me.” 


4. “Christ’s bondservant.” Once Peter 
went the way his fancy led. Now he 
follows the footsteps of the Master. Once 
he followed after the things of the flesh. 
Now he lives to the spirit. He might 
not on every occasion want to feed the 
sheep and lambs, but love would con- 
strain him . . . until even in the manner 
of his death he would obey the words of 
Jesus, “Follow me.” 


5. “If I will that he tarry.” Some 
strange notions developed among the ear- 
ly Christians because of this statement. 
Many thought Jesus meant that John 
would not die until the Second Coming. 
To this day, a silly myth exists, that 
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John is the “Wandering Jew,” walking 
the earth, unable to pass on until Christ 
returns. 


John takes pains to clarify the mean- 
ing of Jesus’ words, recorded in John 
21:20-28, “If I will that he tarry till I 
come, what is that to thee?” Let it be 
noted that the Gospel of John was writ- 
ten after the Revelation, thus John could 
write with understanding of what Jesus 
meant. On the Isle of Patmos, John did 
indeed see the glorious coming again of 
Jesus. The Revelator tells of his experi- 
ences in Revelation 1:18. Thus John did 
“tarry” until Christ returned to dictate 
to him the book of Revelation. 
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OLDEN TEXT: “Now when they be- 

held the boldness of Peter and John, 
and perceived that they were unlearned 
and ignorant men, they marvelled; and 
they took knowledge of them, that thev 
had been with Jesus.” Acts 4:18. 


1. “The promise of the Father.” Ten 
days had elapsed since the disciples gazed 
into Heaven and heard the thrilling words 
of men in white apparel, who said: “This 
same Jesus, who was received up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye beheld him going into 
heaven.” 


Jesus had bidden them wait for the 
promise of the Father. For ten days, 
120 believers continued in prayer, stead- 
fastly, and with one accord. “And when 
the day of Pentecost was fully come they 
were all together in one place.” The 
“promise” was fulfilled. With a sound 
of mighty wind, and tongues of flame, 
the Holy Spirit filled all the house 
where they were gathered. The believers 
were baptized—completely immersed in 
the Spirit. 


Persons speaking fifteen different lan- 
guages heard the messages in their re- 
spective tongues. Peter, using the prom- 
ised “keys of the kingdom,” preached the 
first Gospel sermon. Three thousand 
were “pricked in their heart” and cried, 
“Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 
Having believed the message, they were 
told to “repent and be baptized, every one 
of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for 
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 
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2. FOUR wonders are seen in Acts 
2, 3 and 4. 


(a) A UNITED COMPANY. “They 
were all with one accord in one place.” 
There was no division of opinion, no dis- 
cord, no strife, no unbelief. They were 
united in one mind, one accord, one pur- 
pose. That purpose was 


(b) AN UPLIFTED CHRIST. The 
shackles of fear had fallen from them 
by the power of the Spirit. No longer 
were the disciples vacillating and cow- 
ardly. With the Holy Spirit, they were 
henceforth to bear witness of a Christ 
whom the bonds of death could not hold. 
He had been lifted up on a Cross; now 
He was to be lifted up as the Messiah 
of the prophets, the Suffering Servant, 
the Redeemer of mankind, and the Com- 
ing King, “whom the heavens must re- 
ceive until the times of the restoration 
of all things.” The lifting up of Christ 
led to 


(c) UNPARALLELED BLESSING. 
“Day by day the Lord added to them 
those that were saved.” The miracle of 
Peter and John performed in the name 
of Jesus, brought further attention to 
the people of the Church, and “many that 
heard the word believed.” The number 
increased to about five thousand. “And 
the multitude of them that believed were 
of one heart and soul. And with great 
power gave the apostles witness of the 
Lord Jesus Christ: and great grace was 
upon them all.” This 


(d) CONTINUED STEDFASTNESS 
led to greater victories, as the power of 
the Gospel swept through the city and 
surrounding country. Even when the 
persecution developed, they “rejoiced that 
they were counted worthy to suffer dis- 
honor for the name. And every day, in 
the temple and at home they ceased not 
to teach and to preach Jesus as the 
Christ.” 





Hymns of the 
Christian Life 


A large, dynamic hymnal for 
— church use and evange- 

stic urposes, emphasizing 
Evangelism, Missions, and the 
Deeper Life. 504 songs. Re- 
sponsive Readings. Complete in- 
dexes. Round notes and cloth 
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Won’t YOU Help Send 
The Word of God 


... to our brave boys facing the 
dangers of battle all over the world? 


HERE IS THE GREATEST OPPORTUNITY FOR THE 
WINNING OF SOULS IN THE WORLD TODAY! 


Send Our Boys the Comfort of Christ 


GIVE THEM THE STRENGTH OF THE LORD AND YOU 
SEND THEM AN ASSURED AND EARLY VICTORY! 


i 








“PRAYER IS GOING TO WIN THIS WAR 


TELL ALL AMERICA TO GO TO ITS KNEES” 


A young American lieutenant, struck in the breast by an enemy’s bul- 


let, was miraculously saved from death by a Bible in his pocket. 


ter to his sister says: 





The Victory Testament is bound 
in durable, waterproof olive drab 
with the symbol of the Crusade on 
its cover. If you wish copies 
further personalized, you may have 
your soldier boy’s name engraved in 
gold on the cover for minimum 
charge of one dollar for each 
THREE names engraved. 


DR. SAM SWAIN, Director 











National Spiritual Defense Crusade M AIL THIS COUPON NOW! 
P. O. Box 910 — Akron, Ohio e 
Yes, I want to become a contributing distributing member of your Victory Testament Program. 
I will see that these testaments are placed in the hands of people to whom the:word of God 
can become a very real blessing in these troublous times. I understand that my distribution of 
these testaments also makes possible the sending out by the National Headquarters of your 
crusade of many additional testaments to boys who might otherwise not receive any. 

[] I enclose $1. Please send me 3 Victory Testaments. 

cs I enclose $3. Please send me 10 Victory Testaments. 

[ ] I enclose $5. Please send me 20 Victory Testaments. 

[ ] I enclose $10. Please send me 50 Victory Testaments. 


Address 
This unique distribution method —to the boys from their loved ones themselves — has 

@ brought many unchurched families into church. It has truthfully been called “The @ 
most fruitful source of evangelism in America today.” 


His let- 


“The force of that bullet had only stunned me. 
Dazedly I wondered why. I pulled that little 
Bible out of my pocket and in utter muteness 
looked at the ugly hole in the cover. Where do 
you think it stopped? In the middle of Psalm 


91 pointing like a finger at this verse: ‘A THOU- — 


SAND SHALL FALL AT THY RIGHT SIDE, 
BUT IT SHALL 


WICKED.’ ” 


No wonder this soldier was amazed at the actual | 
intervention of God on that field of bloody battle. | 
No wonder he so strongly urges all of us to pray | 
He goes on to say: “And | 
tell them for God’s sake to send Bibles, and more’ | 
Bibles. A Bible will give him the confidence that | 


and pray and pray. 


God i* with him.” 


We pray that no American boy shall be de- 
prived of the companionship of the Lord Jesus | 
and the blessed Word of God. Won’t YOU join — 
this mighty Crusade to place Victory Testaments i 
in the hands of all our fighting men? A copy | 
of the above letter in its entirety will be sent free © 


on request, 





THE NATIONAL SPIRITUAL DEFENSE CRUSADE » 


P. O. Box 910 


AKRON, OHIO 





NOT COME NIGH THEE. | 
ONLY WITH THINE EYES SHALT THOU BE- 
HOLD AND SEE THE REWARD OF THE | 


iebieatiee: 























